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Appendix 5-1 Legislation and Policy

International Legislation

EU Birds Directive

The Birds Directive constitutes a level of general protection for all wild birds throughout the European Union. Annex
| of the Birds Directive includes a total of 194 bird species that are considered rare, vulnerable to habitat changes
or in danger of extinction within the European Union. Article 4 establishes that there should be a sustainable
management of hunting of listed species, and that any large scale non-selective killing of birds must be outlawed.
The Directive requires the designation of Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for: listed and rare species, regularly
occurring migratory species and for wetlands which attract large numbers of birds. There are 25 Annex | species
that regularly occur in Ireland.

EU Habitats Directive

The Habitats Directive aims to protect some 220 habitats and approx. 1000 species through-out Europe. The
habitats and species are listed in the Directives annexes where Annex | covers habitats and Annex Il, IV and V
cover species. There are 59 Annex | habitats in Ireland and 33 Annex IV species which require strict protection
wherever they occur. The Directive requires the designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for areas of
habitat deemed to be of European interest. The SACs together with the SPAs from the Birds Directive from a
network of protected sites called Natura 2000.

Bern and Bonn Convention

The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention 1982) was
enacted to conserve all species and their habitats. The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (Bonn Convention 1979, enacted 1983) was introduced in order to give protection to migratory
species across borders in Europe.

Ramsar Convention

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971. The treaty is
a commitment for national action and international cooperation for the conservation of wetlands and their resources.
In Ireland there are currently 45 Ramsar sites which cover a total area of 66,994ha.

Water Framework Directive

The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) 2000/60/EC is an important piece of environmental legislation which
aims to protect and improve water quality. It applies to rivers, lakes, groundwater, estuaries, and coastal waters.
The Water Framework Directive was agreed by all individual EU member states in 2000, and its first cycle ran from
2009 — 2015. The Directive runs in 6-year cycles; the second cycle ran from 2016 — 2021, and the current (third)
cycle runs from 2022-2027. The aim of the WFD is to prevent any deterioration in the existing status of water
quality, including the protection of good and high-water quality status where it exists. The WFD requires member
states to manage their water resources on an integrated basis to achieve at least ‘good’ ecological status, through
River Basin Management Plans (RBMP), by 2027.

National Legislation
Wildlife Act 1976 and amendments

The Wildlife Act 1976 was enacted to provide protection to birds, animals, and plants in Ireland and to control
activities which may have an adverse impact on the conservation of wildlife. With regard to the listed species, it is
an offence to disturb, injure or damage their breeding or resting place wherever these occur without an appropriate
licence from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). This list includes all wild birds along with their nests
and eggs. Intentional destruction of an active nest from the building stage up until the chicks have fledged is an
offence. This includes the cutting of hedgerows from the 15! of March to the 315! of August. The act also provides a
mechanism to give statutory protection to Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs). The Wildlife Amendment Act 2000
widened the scope of the Act to include most species, including the majority of fish and aquatic invertebrate species
which were excluded from the 1976 Act.

The current list of plant species protected by Section 21 of the Wildlife Act, 1976 (and amendments) is set out in
the Flora (Protection) Order, 2015 (S.l. No. 356/2015). The Flora (Protection) Order affords protection to several
species of plant in Ireland, including 68 vascular plants, 40 mosses, 25 liverworts, 1 stonewort and 1 lichen. This
Act makes it illegal for anyone to uproot, cut or damage any of the listed plant species and it also forbids anyone
from altering, interfering, or damaging their habitats. This protection is not confined to within designated
conservation sites and applies wherever the plants are found.

EU Habitats Directive 1992 and EC (Birds and Natural Habitats) Requlations 2011




The EU Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats Directive 1992)
provides protection to particular species and habitats throughout Europe. The Habitats Directive has been
transposed into Irish law through the EC (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011.

Annex IV of the EU Habitats Directive provides protection to a number of listed species, wherever they occur.
Under Regulation 23 of the Habitats Directive, any person who, in regard to the listed species, “Deliberately
captures or kills any specimen of these species in the wild, deliberately disturbs these species particularly during
the period of breeding, rearing, hibernation and migration, deliberately takes or destroys eggs from the wild or
damages or destroys a breeding site or resting place of such an animal shall be guilty of an offence.”

Invasive Species Legislation

Certain plant species and their hybrids are listed as Invasive Alien Plant Species in Part 1 of the Third Schedule of
the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S| 477 of 2011, as amended). In
addition, soils and other material containing such invasive plant material, are classified in Part 3 of the Third
Schedule as vector materials and are subject to the same strict legal controls.

Failure to comply with the legal requirements set down in this legislation can result in either civil or criminal
prosecution, or both, with very severe penalties accruing. Convicted parties under the Act can be fined up to
€500,000.00, jailed for up to 3 years, or both.

Extracts from the relevant sections of the regulations are reproduced below.

“49(2) Save in accordance with a licence granted [by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht], any
person who plants, disperses, allows or causes to disperse, spreads or otherwise causes to grow in anyplace [a
restricted non-native plant], shall be guilty of an offence.

49(3) ... it shall be a defence to a charge of committing an offence under paragraph (1) or (2) to prove that the
accused took all reasonable steps and exercised all due diligence to avoid committing the offence.

50(1) Save in accordance with a licence, a person shall be guilty of an offence if he or she [...] offers or exposes
for sale, transportation, distribution, introduction, or release—

(a) an animal or plant listed in Part 1 or Part 2 of the Third Schedule,

(b) anything from which an animal or plant referred to in subparagraph (a) can be reproduced or propagated, or
(c) a vector material listed in the Third Schedule, in any place in the State specified in the third column of the Third
Schedule in relation to such an animal, plant or vector material.”

National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023-2030

The National Biodiversity Plan (NBAP) 2023-2030, the fourth such plan for Ireland, captures the objectives, targets
and actions for biodiversity that will be undertaken by a wide range of government, civil society and private sectors.
Actions required to achieve the strategic objectives as well as the lead and key partners responsible for their
implementation are set out for each of the objectives and their outcomes (Table A1).

TABLE A1: OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES OF THE NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 2023-2030.

Objective Outcome

1A. Governance structures and reporting outputs have improved.

1B. Organisational capacity and resources for biodiversity have
increased at all levels of Government.

1C: Responsibility for biodiversity is shared across the whole off
government.

1D: Biodiversity initiatives are supported across the whole of society.

1: Adopt a Whole-of-Government,
\Whole-of-Society Approach to
Biodiversity

1E. The legislative framework for biodiversity conservation is robust,
clear and enforceable.

2A: The protection of existing designated areas and protected species
is strengthened and conservation and restoration within the existing
protected area network are enhanced.

2B: Biodiversity and ecosystem services in the wider countryside are
conserved and restored — agriculture & forestry.

2C: Biodiversity and ecosystem services in the wider countryside are
conserved and restored — peatlands & climate action.

2: Meet Urgent Conservation and
Restoration Needs




2D: Biodiversity and ecosystem services in the marine and freshwater|
environment are conserved and restored.

2E: Genetic diversity of wild and domesticated species is safeguarded.

2F: A National Restoration Plan is in place to contribute to the ambition
of the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 and global restoration targets.

2H: Invasive alien species (IAS) are controlled and managed on an all-|
island basis to reduce the harmful impact they have on biodiversity and
measures are undertaken to tackle the introduction and spread of new|
IAS to the environment.

3. Secure Nature’s Contribution
to People

BA: Ireland’s natural heritage and biocultural diversity is recognised,
valued, enhanced and promoted in policy and practice.

3B: The role of biodiversity in supporting wellbeing, livelihoods,
enterprise and employment is recognised and enhanced.

3C: Planning and development will facilitate and secure biodiversity’s
contributions to people.

4. Enhance the Evidence Base for Action
on Biodiversity

4A: Research funding bodies will have an improved understanding ofi
the research and skills required to address biodiversity research gaps.

4B: Data relevant to biodiversity and ecosystems, including
conservation needs, is widely accessible and standardised.

4C: Long-term monitoring programmes are in place to guide
conservation and restoration goals.

4D: Ireland has prepared national assessments of ecosystem services.

5. Strengthen Ireland’s Contribution to|
International Biodiversity Initiatives

5A: Science, policy and action on biodiversity conservation and
restoration is effectively coordinated in an all-island approach.

5B: Ireland takes action internationally to cooperate with other
countries, sectors, disciplines and communities to address the
biodiversity crisis.

5C: Ireland enhances its contributions to the international biodiversity|

data drive.
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Appendix 5-2: Value of Ecological Resources

The criteria outlined in the table below, taken from the Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological Impacts of National
Road Schemes published by the NRA, were used for assigning value to designated sites, habitats and species
within the Site of the Proposed Development and surrounding area.

TABLE A2.1. DESCRIPTION OF VALUES FOR ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES BASED ON GEOGRAPHIC HIERARCHY OF IMPORTANCE
(NRA, 20098).

Importance Criteria

- ‘European Site’ including Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Site of Community
Importance (SCI), Special Protection Area (SPA) or proposed Special Area of
Conservation.

- Proposed Special Protection Area (pSPA). - Site that fulfils the criteria for designation
as a ‘European Site’ (see Annex Il of the Habitats Directive, as amended).

- Features essential to maintaining the coherence of the Natura 2000 Network

- Site containing ‘best examples’ of the habitat types listed in Annex | of the Habitats
Directive.

- Resident or regularly occurring populations (assessed to be important at the national
level) of the following:

o Species of bird, listed in Annex | and/or referred to in Article 4(2) of the Birds
Directive; and/or

o Species of animal and plants listed in Annex Il and/or IV of the Habitats
Directive

- Ramsar Site (Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially
Waterfowl Habitat 1971).

- World Heritage Site (Convention for the Protection of World Cultural & Natural
Heritage, 1972).

- Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO Man & The Biosphere Programme)

- Site hosting significant species populations under the Bonn Convention (Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, 1979).

- Site hosting significant populations under the Berne Convention (Convention on the
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, 1979).

- Biogenetic Reserve under the Council of Europe.

- European Diploma Site under the Council of Europe.

- Salmonid water designated pursuant to the European Communities (Quality of
Salmonid Waters) Regulations, 1988, (S.I. No. 293 of 1988).

International
Importance

- Site designated or proposed as a Natural Heritage Area (NHA).

- Statutory Nature Reserve.

- Refuge for Fauna and Flora protected under the Wildlife Acts.

- National Park.

- Undesignated site fulfilling the criteria for designation as a Natural Heritage Area

. (NHA); Statutory Nature Reserve; Refuge for Fauna and Flora protected under the
National Wildlife Act; and/or a National Park.

Importance - Resident or regularly occurring populations (assessed to be important at the national
level) of the following:
o Species protected under the Wildlife Acts; and/or
o Species listed on the relevant Red Data list.
o Site containing ‘viable areas’ of the habitat types listed in Annex | of the
Habitats Directive
- Area of Special Amenity.
- Area subject to a Tree Preservation Order.
County - Area of High Amenity, or equivalent, designated under the County Development Plan.
Importance

- Resident or regularly occurring populations (assessed to be important at the County
level) of the following:




o Species of bird, listed in Annex | and/or referred to in Article 4(2) of the Birds
Directive;
o Species of animal and plants listed in Annex Il and/or IV of the Habitats
Directive;
Species protected under the Wildlife Acts; and/or
o Species listed on the relevant Red Data list.
Site containing area or areas of the habitat types listed in Annex | of the
Habitats Directive that do not fulfil the criteria for valuation as of International
or National importance.
County important populations of species; or viable areas of semi-natural habitats; or
natural heritage features identified in the National or Local BAP; if this has been
prepared.
Sites containing semi-natural habitat types with high biodiversity in a county context
and a high degree of naturalness, or populations of species that are uncommon within
the county.
Sites containing habitats and species that are rare or are undergoing a decline in
quality or extent at a national level.

Local
Importance
(higher value)

Locally important populations of priority species or habitats or natural heritage features
identified in the Local BAP, if this has been prepared;
Resident or regularly occurring populations (assessed to be important at the Local
level) of the following:
o  Species of bird, listed in Annex | and/or referred to in Article 4(2) of the Birds
Directive;
o Species of animal and plants listed in Annex Il and/or IV of the Habitats
Directive;
Species protected under the Wildlife Acts; and/or o
Species listed on the relevant Red Data list.
Sites containing semi-natural habitat types with high biodiversity in a local
context and a high degree of naturalness, or populations of species that are
uncommon in the locality;
Sites or features containing common or lower value habitats, including naturalised
species that are nevertheless essential in maintaining links and ecological corridors
between features of higher ecological value.

Local
Importance
(lower value)

Sites containing small areas of semi-natural habitat that are of some local importance
for wildlife;

Sites or features containing non-native species that is of some importance in
maintaining habitat links.
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Appendix 5.3: EPA Impact Assessment Criteria

In line with the draft EPA Guidelines (EPA 2022), the following terms are defined when evaluating and quantifying
the quality, significance, extent/context, probability and duration/frequency of effects.

TABLE A3.1. DEFINITION OF QUALITY, SIGNIFICANCE, EXTENT/CONTEXT, PROBABILITY AND DURATION/FREQUENCY OF

EFFECTS.

Definition

Positive

A change which improves the quality of the environment (for example, by
increasing species diversity, or improving the reproductive capacity of an
ecosystem, or by removing nuisances or improving amenities).

Neutral

No effects or effects that are imperceptible, within normal bounds of
variation or within the margin of forecasting error.

Negative/Adverse

A change which reduces the quality of the environment (for example,
lessening species diversity or diminishing the reproductive capacity of an
ecosystem, or damaging health or property or by causing nuisance).

Imperceptible An effect capable of measurement but without significant consequences.
L An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
Not Significant : . o
environment but without significant consequences.
Slight An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
9 environment without affecting its sensitivities.
An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner that is
Moderate . . - . .
consistent with existing and emerging baseline trends.
I An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity, alters a
Significant " .
sensitive aspect of the environment.
. An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity,
Very Significant S o .
significantly alters most of a sensitive aspect of the environment.
An effect which obliterates sensitive characteristics. No effects or effects
Profound that are imperceptible, within normal bounds of variation or within the
margin of forecasting error

Describe the size of the area, the number of sites and the proportion of a

Extent population affected by an effect.
Describe whether the extent, duration or frequency will conform or contrast
Context with established (baseline) conditions (is it the biggest, longest effect

ever?)

Likel The effects that can reasonably be expected to occur because of the
y planned project if all mitigation measures are properly implemented.

Unlikel The effects that can reasonably be expected not to occur because of the
y planned project if all mitigation measures are properly implemented.




Momentary Effects lasting from seconds to minutes.

Brief Effects lasting less than a day

Temporary Effects lasting less than a year.

Short-term Effects lasting one to seven years.

Medium-term Effects Effects lasting seven to fifteen years.

Long-term Effects lasting fifteen to sixty years.

Permanent Effects lasting over sixty years.

Reversible Effects that can be undone, for example through remediation or restoration.

Frequency fDescribe how often the effect will occur (once, rarely, occasionally,
requently, constantly — or hourly, daily, weekly, monthly, annually).
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

This Report is provided to Customer on the basis of the Scope and assumptions as set out in the report.

DNV performs a technical assessment only. DNV specifically excludes any liability for opinions, estimates and advice

herein given in relation to matters that require legal or financial expertise or any other specialized investigation.

Even though DNV expresses opinions, estimates and advice in the Report and DNV's other deliverables hereunder, it
should not be construed as a guarantee that such opinions, estimates and advice will materialize or that certain re-
sults will be achieved, and DNV cannot be held liable if such opinions, estimates and advice do not materialize or if

certain results are not achieved.

The Report and any other DNV deliverables hereunder are based on information and documentation provided by
Customer and information available in the public domain. Where information and documentation is not available in
order for DNV to carry out an adequate assessment, DNV makes reasonable assumptions based on other similar
projects. Lack of information is in itself a potential risk, which is highlighted in the Report where particularly relevant.
DNV shall not be responsible or liable for the quality of the information and documentation that the Report and/or any
other DNV deliverables are based on, nor any consequences of the use of such information in the results of the deliv-

erables hereunder in the Report and DNV'’s other deliverables hereunder.

The contents of the Report are confidential. Neither the Report nor any of its contents: (i) may be disclosed to any
person other than (a) Customer's directors, officers, employees, financiers, professional advisers, Affiliates and sub-
sidiaries, (b) directors, officers or employees of its Affiliates; or (c) in the case of the Customer only, each fund or in-
vestment vehicle (or similar vehicle) which is managed or advised by the Customer or by the Customer’s Affiliates, in
each case, provided such recipients are subject to confidentiality obligations reflecting the principles herein; nor (i)
may it be referred to, quoted from or filed with any other person or party without the prior consent of DNV in writing.
Affiliate means in relation to either party, any entity that, directly or indirectly, i) controls that party, ii) is controlled by
that party or iii) is controlled by another entity which also controls that party, and, “control” and “controlled” means a
beneficial ownership, shareholding or voting right of more than fifty percent (50%) of another entity or the legal power

to direct or cause the direction of the general management of the company”.

No persons other than Customer may rely on the Report, and the Report may not be used by, distributed to, quoted
from, referred to, nor disclosed to, any person other than, Customer and its professional -advisers (a “Third Party”),
whether directly or indirectly, without such Third Party first having signed and submitted to DNV a duly signed non-
reliance letter in an agreed form. Such disclosure to a Third Party is further subject to (i) the prior written consent of
DNV, (ii) DNV not having any liability towards such Third Party outside the scope of what shall be agreed in the non-

reliance letter, and (iii) the Report shall be strictly confidential and shall be treated as such by the Third Party.

DNV specifically disclaims any responsibility or liability of any nature whatsoever to any person other than Customer
as regards the Report and the content thereof, irrespective of whether the Report is made available to such person

with the consent of DNV or in compliance with the conditions set out above.

Notwithstanding the above, a lender/co-lender, financial institution, buyer or other Third Party may rely on the Report,
subject to (i) the prior written consent of DNV, (ii) the Third Party having signed and submitted to DNV a duly signed
reliance letter in an agreed form, (iii) DNV not having any liability towards such Third Party outside the scope of what
shall be agreed in the reliance letter, and (iv) the Report shall be strictly confidential and shall be treated as such by
the Third Party.
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1 INTRODUCTION

DNV was appointed by BM Lynch Construction & Civils Ltd (hereafter referred to as ‘the
Applicant’) to prepare a hydrological and hydrogeological risk assessment for the proposed
infilling and recontouring of lands at Kyletalesha, Portlaocise, Co. Laois (referred to hereafter
as the ‘Proposed Development’ and ‘site’).

1.1 Project Objective

The project objective was to establish the baseline hydrological and hydrogeological
conditions at the site and to identify the potential for any effects on receptors associated with
the site and the Proposed Development:

o Establish the hydrological and hydrogeological regime and Conceptual Site Model
(CSM) at the Proposed Development site.

e Determine if there are any potential effects on the receiving water environmental
receptors, including those at the site and adjoining downgradient of the site.

o Determine if the Proposed Development could have an effect on any designated and
protected Natura 2000 sites hydraulically connected with the site.

o Determine if the Proposed Development could have an effect on the water quality
status assigned by the EPA of the receiving water bodies hydraulically connected with
the site for the purposes of the Water Framework Directive.

1.2 Project Scope
The scope of the hydrological and hydrogeological assessment included the following tasks:

e A desk-based review of published information and information pertaining to the site
and Proposed Development provided by the Applicant.

e Two (2 No.) walkover surveys on 9" December 2025 and on 26" January 2026.

e Develop a hydrogeological CSM and identify any potential source-pathway-receptor
(SPR) linkages.

¢ Identify and assess any potential effects associated with the Proposed Development
on sensitive receptors associated with the receiving water environment.

This assessment is reliant on the design information for the Proposed Development provided
by the Applicant.

1.3 Professional Competency

The report was prepared by Nuria Manzanas, a Principal Consultant of DNV with over 12
years’ experience in preparing hydrogeological assessments.

The report was reviewed by Gareth Carroll BA BEng MIEnvSc CEnv, a Principal Consultant
of EGC. Gareth is a Chartered Environmentalist (CEnv) with the Institute of Environmental
Sciences (IES) with over 13 years’ experience in preparing environmental and hydrogeological
assessments for a range of project types and geological and hydrogeological site settings and
is accredited to undertake water framework directive assessments.

DNV March 26 Page 1
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The report was approved by Patrick Higgins BSc, MSc, MIEnvSc, CEnv. Patrick is a Chartered
Environmentalist (CEnv) with IES with over 20 years’ experience of preparing environmental
and hydrogeological assessments for a range of project types and geological and
hydrogeological site settings, and is a Technical Director with DNV, who is professionally
competent and accredited to undertake hydrogeological assessments.

2 METHODOLOGY

2.1 Standards and Regulations

The methodology adopted for this assessment takes cognisance of the relevant standards
and regulations pertinent to undertaking a hydrological and hydrogeological assessment in
particular the following:

e Council Directive 2006/118/EEC, 2006. On the protection of groundwater against
pollution and deterioration. European Parliament and the Council of European
Communities.

e Commission Directive 2014/80/EU of 20 June 2014 amending Annex Il to Directive
2006/118/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the protection of
groundwater against pollution and deterioration.

¢ Meath County Council (MCC) Development Plan 2021-2027 (MCC, 2021).

e EU Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Community action in the field
of water policy with amendments.

e European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.1. No. 722/2003).

e Environmental Protection Agency, December 2011. Guidance on the Authorisation of
Discharges to Groundwater.

e Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Environmental
Protection Agency and Geological Survey of Ireland, 1999. Groundwater Protection
Schemes (Groundwater Protection Schemes, 1999).

e Local Government, July 1990. No. 21 of 1990. Local Government (Water Pollution)
(Amendment) Act, 1990.

e S.I. No. 9/2010 - European Communities Environmental Objectives (Groundwater)
Regulations 2010 and as amended.

e S.I. No. 272/2009 - European Communities Environmental Objectives (Surface
Waters) Regulations 2009 and as amended.

2.2 Desk-based Study

A desk-based study was undertaken including a review of relevant information from the
following publicly available sources and information provided by the Applicant:

e Ordnance Survey Ireland Online mapping (OSI, 2026).

e Geological Survey of Ireland Online mapping (GSI, 2026).

e Environmental Protection Agency Online mapping (EPA, 2026).

¢ National Parks & Wildlife Services, Protected Sites Webmapping (NPWS, 2026).

¢ Relevant drawings and design reports for the Proposed Development provided by the
Applicant;
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o Lenztech Surveying & Engineering Ltd. (Lenztech, 2023). Outline Construction
Environmental Management Plan (OCEMP). Infilling of Soil and Recontouring
of Lands at Kyletalesha, Portlacise. Report Reference: 22024-LT-P-OCMP.
Version No: 2, December 2023.

Other documents and reports reviewed as part of this assessment included the following:

o DNV, 2026b. Resource and Waste Management Plan (submitted with the planning
application under separate cover).

2.3 Risk Based Effect Assessment

A risk-based and receptor-focussed approach was adopted to include an assessment of any
effect on the receiving hydrological and hydrogeological (water) environment associated with
the Proposed Development.

The basis for a risk assessment is the CSM or SPR model which underpins the Directive
2000/60/EC (Water Framework Directive) amended by Directives 2008/105/EC, 2013/39/EU
and 2014/101/EU that has been transposed to lIrish legislation as European Communities
(Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 722 of 2003) as amended, as well as EPA guidelines
on the protection of groundwater and surface water resources including associated aquatic
ecosystems and human health receptors (e.g., groundwater supply users), the EPA Guidance
on the Authorisation of Discharges to Groundwater (EPA, 2011) and the EPA Guidance on
the Management of Contaminated Land and Groundwater at EPA Licensed Sites (EPA, 2013)
on the protection of groundwater and surface water resources including associated aquatic
ecosystems and human health receptors (e.g., groundwater supply users).

A risk assessment is undertaken to provide an understanding of the risk associated with the
presence of any potentially contaminating materials and/or activities on a Site. This is informed
by the assessment of potential for viable pollutant linkage(s) to be present. A pollutant linkage
is established when there is a viable or potentially viable Source, a Pathway and a Receptor
(refer to Section 2.4 below). If one or more of the three elements are missing, the exposure
pathway is considered incomplete and there is no risk associated with the activity or
contaminant source (i.e., a viable means of exposure is not considered to be present or is
unlikely to be present).

The objective of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) is no deterioration of the water quality
status, and the “prevent or limit” objective is a key element of achieving that WFD status for
all water bodies, regardless of the water quality status of the water body. The ‘prevent or limit’
objective is a key element to achieving the WFD status and water quality objectives and in
principle, prevent or limit measures (i.e., avoidance and mitigation) are the first line of defence
in restricting inputs of pollutants from a development (i.e., ‘source’ removal) and any potential
effect or deterioration of water quality status or WFD status of the receiving water body.

In this assessment, all three elements of the Source-Pathway-Receptor model will be identified
to develop a CSM, and any potential linkages will be evaluated and assessed to determine if
the development could potentially have an effect upon any identified receptors, including
Natura 2000 sites, as well as the WFD Status of the water bodies associated with the site.
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2.4 Conceptual Site Model

A CSM represents the characteristics of the Site and identifies the possible relationship and
potential risk between contaminant sources (i.e., characteristics of the Proposed
Development), pathways and receptors (receiving environment). These three essential
elements of the CSM are described as:

e A source — a substance that is in, on or under the land and has the potential to cause
harm or pollution;

o A pathway — a transport route or means by which a receptor can be exposed to, or
affected by, a contaminant source; and

o A receptor — in general terms, something that could be adversely affected by a
contaminant, such as people, an ecological system, property, or a water body.

The term pollutant linkage is used to describe a particular combination of source-pathway-
receptor. Each of these elements can exist independently, but they create a risk only where
they are linked together so that a particular contaminant affects a particular receptor through
a particular pathway (i.e., a pollutant linkage).

The preliminary CSM for the site of the Proposed Development is initially defined and this is
then revised throughout the risk-based assessment process.
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3 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The Applicant intends to apply for permission for the importation of inert soil and stone (by-
product) and recontouring development on a 2.92 hectares (ha) site, of which 2.52ha is
developable for infilling, located on the eastern boundary of the former Clonreher peatland,
partially wooded bogland in a rural location at Kyletalesha, roughly midway between Portlaoise
due southeast and Mountmellick due northwest (LCC, 2023).

As documented in the Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan (OCEMP)
(Lenztech, 2023), carried out by Lenztech Surveying & Engineering Ltd. on behalf of BM Lynch
Construction & Civils, the development is designed to facilitate the recovery of excavated inert
soil and stone (by-product) from local greenfield residential development sites and proposes
the infilling with an estimated maximum volume of 50,250m? (85,000 tonnes).

The lands will be recontoured to a maximum height of 2.6m with an average depth of 1.9m,
with final recontoured lands remaining below the adjoining local primary road (L2117) level.
The infilling of soil and regrading of land will support future agricultural activity, potential
forestry, amenity use, or other appropriate land uses within these low-lying lands, which
represents the intended end use of the Proposed Development.

The development works will allow for the use of materials as resources, thereby minimising
the requirement for the extraction of additional natural resources. The surplus excavated
material planned for infilling at the site is a By-product (Regulation 27 of the European
Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011) arising from greenfield soil & stone.

3.1 Construction Phase

The construction phase of the Proposed Development will comprise the following enabling
works:

o Site clearance of the entire area.
e Widening of the road.
o Establishment of the construction compound.

The construction phase of the Proposed Development will require the clearance of the majority
of self-seeded trees and vegetation across the site, together with a series of enabling works
to prepare the area for the subsequent infilling and regrading operations. The roadside
boundary hedge on the northern and eastern sides of the site will require partial removal as
necessary to facilitate sightlines and access. These preparatory works will include the
installation of temporary site fencing, the establishment of buffer strips to adjoining lands, the
protection of existing site drainage infrastructure, the construction of a Temporary
Construction Compound (TCC), and the formation of the site access, including road widening
works.

The TCC will be formed by stripping and regrading the topsoil, followed by the installation of
a geotextile membrane and a layer of imported stone. The stripped topsoil will be stored
adjacent to the compound within a linear bund typically no greater than 2m in height.
Superficial soil will be stripped and stored separately from the topsoil and will be stored in a
similar manner.
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The location of all drainage features will be identified and surveyed prior to commencement,
for record and maintenance purposes. As part of the preparatory works for the site, there will
be temporary silt containment barriers put in place in all the identified bog drains graded of
material. In addition, the existing drainage features (i.e., charted bog/field drains) will be
cleared of vegetation and filled with clean washed CL6A material to TIl specification with no
fines or dust particles, which shall allow water to flow through it in all directions. They will be
maintained and upgraded to filter drains to maintain existing drainage flows. A 10-meter buffer
and silt fence will be maintained along the western boundary of the site, where no soil
importation shall take place to protect this surface water (i.e., drainage ditch) and retain its
cover of birch and willows.

It is expected that the use of cementitious material will be required for foundations to palisade
fence posts, benching of manhole bases, etc. It is envisaged that approximately 16m3 will be
utilised and mixed at the batching plant.

Welfare facilities, including toilets with sealed waste storage for offsite removal, will be
provided for the full duration of the construction phase and operational phase (i.e., infilling and
recontouring). These facilities will include provisions for waste management, refuelling, power
supply, potable water, and the safe storage of chemicals and materials.

Wheel wash facilities/weighbridge will also be required during the construction and operational
phase of the Proposed Development. The selection of any wheel wash system will be
confirmed prior to construction and as part of any Article 27 application. The option of a dry
wheel wash system is currently proposed and is suited for heavy machinery and delivery or
muck away vehicles to ensure that local roads are kept clean. The dry wheel wash is suited
for remote locations as it does not require a water supply to function.

The TCC will be in use for the duration of the operational infilling stages.

3.1.1 Surface Water Drainage

As documented in the OCEMP (Lenztech, 2023), good practice construction techniques would
be adopted for the management of sediment and surface water runoff generated during the
construction phase of the Proposed Development.

The new surface water drainage collection network will be provided at commencement (i.e.,
during the construction phase of the Proposed Development) with the installation of the
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) measures. Any surface water discharge will be via the
bypass separator (i.e., catchpit manholes) with an integrated silt collection chamber for
disposal to ground onsite via a soakway (i.e., an infiltration trench sized in accordance with
BRE Digest 365 Soakaway Design). In addition, sumps of approximately 600mm depth, within
manhole chambers will serve as silt traps to manage siltation with optional use of strainers
within the pipe network and manholes during seasonal weather conditions in order to reduce
the silting effects of these particles in the network. Runoff from areas of exposed soil will be
intercepted by a silt containment barrier installed as good practice in advance of the drainage
feature.

Uncontaminated surface runoff from the compound (TCC) will be directed to a swale or
infiltration area constructed during the construction phase, to prevent discharge to the existing
drainage ditch. The swale will be located at the perimeter of the compound area and will be a
wet swale, with runoff infiltrating to ground (i.e., to the existing subsoil). All other runoff from
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the wider site will continue to follow existing natural drainage patterns and newly installed
drainage routes as established above.

3.1.2 Foul Drainage

As documented in the Planning Application form, there will be no more than 1-2 people (i.e.,
delivery driver and plant operator) at the site at any one time. Therefore, temporary welfare
facilities, when provided, will have a waste collection company.

As documented in the OCEMP (Lenztech, 2023), a combination of a temporary portaloo and
an onsite welfare facility cabin with self-contained toilet and washing facilities will be provided
for site personnel. No onsite wastewater treatment system or connection to the public mains
is required. Effluent and waste from temporary onsite welfare facilities would be maintained,
collected and tankered offsite by a contracted licenced waste contractor.

3.1.3 Water Supply

As documented in the Planning Application form, there is no proposed source of drinking water
supply for the duration of the Proposed Development. There will be no more than 1-2 people
(i.e., delivery driver and plant operator) at the site at any one time. This falls below the Health
and Safety Authority (HSA) threshold of 5 persons for full welfare provision. As such, a
permanent drinking water supply is not required, and proportionate welfare arrangements are
acceptable for this scale of activity.

Potable water will be provided in the form of bottled water for drinking and messing purposes,
while welfare units are likely to incorporate built-in water bowsers for sanitation. Electricity will
be supplied by onsite generators.

3.2 Operational Phase

The operational phase of the Proposed Development will involve the importation of
approximately 50,250m? (85,000tonnes) of inert soil and stone to the site to restore 2.92ha of
the total site (with approximately 2.52ha available for development), which will be sourced
from local development sites and their subsequent spreading and infilling. The material to be
imported meets the criteria for classification as a by-product under Regulation 27 of the
European Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011. In addition, a total of 87m?* (150
tonnes) of material from the construction phase will also be reused onsite.

The lands will be recontoured to a maximum height of 2.6metres (m) with an average depth
of 1.9m. All finished ground levels will remain below the adjoining Local Primary Road level.
The engineering infilling works and recontouring of the site will be completed within the lifetime
of any grant of permission and returned for agricultural, forestry planting or amenity use within
the 5-year period.

During the operational phase, provisions for surface water drainage, foul drainage and water
supply will continue as established during the construction phase of the Proposed Develop-
ment. Surface water will infiltrate onsite via the SuDS soakaway system, and foul effluent will
continue to be contained in sealed tanks and tankered offsite for licensed disposal. As such,
there is no direct discharge to any surface waterbody, including the onsite drainage ditches or
the nearby stream/river.
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The operations will progress on a phased basis. The phasing plan is shown in Figure 3-1 and
will comprise four (4 No.) different phases, as follows:

o Phase 1 (Phase 1a and Phase 1b): It will comprise the regrading works of the third
part of the site, the most eastern part of the site.

O

Approximately 25,550m? (or 33,215 tonnes using a conversion factor of 1.3
tonnes per m?) will be infilled at the site during this phase of works.

Soil and stone material will be regraded in 200mm-250mm thickness layers.
The material will be temporarily stockpiled for re-grading beside the temporary
permeable granular unloading area (i.e., temporary haul route).

The material placed into the drainage features during the infilling of the site to
achieve the new formation levels will be deposited without compaction.

The water will be allowed to flow through the existing drainage features at right
angles in either direction.

Runoff from the areas of exposed soil will be intercepted by a silt containment
barrier installed in advance of the drainage ditch during the preparatory works
(i.e., construction phase).

o Phase 2: It will comprise the regrading works of the third part of the site, the middle
part of the site. Approximately 22,250m?* (or 28,925 tonnes using a conversion factor
of 1.3 tonnes per m®).

O

O

The most eastern part of the site that was infilled in Phase 1, will be regraded
and recontoured during Phase 2.

Infilling of the middle part of the site will take place subsequently to the regrad-
ing works within the most eastern part of the site.

e Phase 3: It will comprise the regrading works of the third part of the site, the most
western part of the site. Approximately 18,200m?* (or 23,660 tonnes using a conversion
factor of 1.3 tonnes per m3).

O

O

O

The area infilled during Phase 2 (i.e., the middle part of the site) will be regraded
and recontoured during Phase 3.

Infilling of the most western part of the site will take place subsequently to the
regrading works within the middle part of the site.

The temporary haul route is being extended along each phase for the regrading
works.

e Phase 4: It will comprise the completion stage.

O

O

O

The area infilled during Phase 3 (i.e., western part of the site) will be regraded
and recontoured during Phase 4.
The temporary haul route and TCC and associated works, utilised during the
regrading works, including any granular material (i.e., imported material), will
be removed on completion (i.e., during Phase 4).
= Concrete manholes, manhole lids, access covers, etc., will be
recovered for storing and recycled use.
» Sub-surface pipework for SuDS drains will remain in place.
= Swales will be infilled as the compound is decommissioned and the
demobilisation of TCC and associated works occurs.
= Granular material utilised in the construction of the compound (TCC)
will be removed to be stored and recycled for haul routes on any other
projects.
=  There will be some minor waste from manhole bases, etc., which will
be placed in skips for removal offsite and disposal to a licenced facility.
The surface will then be reseeded as required. Where ground conditions allow,
inert materials such as the imported stone may be retained in place, with
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reinstatement achieved through the replacement of stored soils. In these
circumstances, the area would be kept on record and could be reused as the
TCC during any future decommissioning phase.

The recontoured lands will remain below the adjoining local primary road (L2117) and the
reuse of the soil and stone will benefit any future agricultural activity, potential forestry, amenity
or other use of the site within the identified low-lying agricultural lands in the future.

The infilling phases for the Proposed Development are presented in Drawing No. 22024-010
(Lenztech Surveying and Engineering Limited).
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Figure 3-1. Proposed Works Sequencing (Infilling Phases)
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4 SITE SETTING

4.1 Site Location and Description

The site is located approximately 2.57km north of Portlaocise town centre and is located
between Portlaoise to the southeast and Mountmellick to the northwest. Access to the site is
provided via the L2117 Local Primary Road located to the southeast of the site, through an
established private access that also serves adjoining third-party lands to the north. The L2117
joins with the National Secondary Route, the N80, at a controlled junction located
approximately 900m southwest of the site.

The lands immediately adjoining the site to the north and west consist of a combination of
uncultivated land and areas of existing industrial activity. Lands directly to the west of the site
comprise agricultural lands associated with established dairy and beef farming enterprises.

The former Portlaoise Landfill facility is located approximately 750 metres southwest of the
site, which now functions as a recycling centre (Portlaocise Waste and Recycling facility). A
number of industrial and waste-related facilities are located approximately 400 metres west of
the Proposed Development, each operating under existing waste licences.

The site location is presented in Figure 4-1 and the current layout of the site is presented in
Figure 4-2.

‘\ DNV
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Figure 4-1. Site Location
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4.1.1 Current and Historical Land Use

The site of the Proposed Development is located within the eastern edge of the Clonreher
Bog. Although the precise historical land-use is not documented, it is considered likely that
limited, non-commercial peat extraction took place on the lands at site in the past. Following
the cessation of the limited peat-related activity, the lands regenerated naturally and have
remained unused for productive agricultural purposes due to wet ground conditions. As a
result, the site has become overgrown with ground-cover vegetation and self-seeding trees
(refer to Figure 6-4).

The site is designated as an “Area under Strong Urban Influence” in the rural housing policy
of the Laois County Development Plan 2021-2027 and lies approximately 2.5km from existing
and proposed residential zoned lands within the Plan.

The ground at the site is wet underfoot and is characterised by an overgrowth of self-seeded
trees and ground vegetation that has established over-time following the cessation of
peat-related activity. The existing ground conditions render the lands unsuitable for agricultural
use and pose risks to both farm machinery and livestock.

Ground levels are below the local primary road level and decline gradually in a westerly
direction.

The lands immediately adjoining the site to the north and west consist of a combination of
uncultivated land and areas of existing industrial activity. Lands directly to the west of the site
comprise agricultural lands associated with established dairy and beef farming enterprises.

Surrounding lands comprise a mix of agricultural holdings, uncultivated areas, and established
industrial and waste-related operations, reflecting a long-standing pattern of mixed rural and
industrial land use in this locality.

The wider area has an extensive history of waste-related activity, including the former
Portlacise Landfill and a number of licensed waste and industrial facilities located within
proximity to the site. However, there is no record of previous extraction, development, or
landfilling activity on the Proposed Development site itself, which forms part of the historical
cutover bog footprint of Clonreher Bog.

The planning history relevant to the site is summarised in Chapter 3 of this EIAR.
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Figure 4-2. Current Site Layout

4.2 Soil and Geology

The soils and geology at the subject site are described and assessed in Chapter 6 (Land and
Soil) of this EIAR and are summarised as follows:

e The soils beneath the majority of the site are mapped by Teagasc (Teagasc, 2026) as
poorly drained cutover peat (IFS Soil Code: Cut). A small area of the eastern portion
of the site is mapped as poorly drained mineral (mainly basic) soil (IFS Soil Code:
BminPD).

e The quaternary sediments or subsoils beneath the majority of the site are mapped by
the GSI (GSI, 2026) as cutover raised peat. A small area of the eastern portion of the
site is mapped as till derived from Lower Carboniferous limestone (TLs) (GSI, 2026).

e The bedrock beneath the site is mapped by the GSI (GSI, 2026) as the Ballysteen
Formation (Code: CDBALL), described as dark muddy limestone and shale.

e The GSI (GSI, 2026) records for karst features indicate that there are no karst features
within a 2km radius of the Proposed Development site. The closest karst feature is a
borehole (KARST40KID: IE_GSI_KARST_40K_2459) located 2.7km east of the site
boundary.
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4.3 Hydrogeology

4.3.1 Groundwater Body and Flow Regimes

The bedrock aquifer beneath the site is within the Portlacise Groundwater Body (GWB) (EU
Code: IE_SE_G_107).

The Portlacise GWB Report (GSI, 2026) identifies that the main diffuse recharge mechanism
for the aquifer occurs across the area where there is thin or permeable subsoil. However, point
recharge may occur along the boundary between the sandstones of the Slieve Bloom Mts.
and the limestones of this GWB. The main discharge mechanism of this aquifer is to the
surface waterbodies overlying it as baseflow along riverbeds, also via springs and to the
Bagenalstown GWB located beside the Portlacise GWB.

The topography of this groundwater body (Portlacise GWB) can be considered in separate
areas. The highest elevations are to the south in the foothills of Slieve Bloom, west of
Portlaocise where the drainage direction is to the north to Mountmellick, where it turns eastward
and then south at Monasterevin. To the east there is a drainage divide at Clonygowan, south
of this surface drainage is to the south to meet the Barrow between Mountmellick and
Portarlington. North of this, the flow in the River Cushina is to the east towards the Derrylea
Bog. In the northern section of the groundwater body the elevation decreases from the north
with the Figile River flowing south to meet the Cushina east of the Derrylea Bog (GSl, 2026).

Groundwater flow paths are considered to be short, there may be dissolution of the limestone
along fractures but it is not likely to continue to great depths. Groundwater flow is considered
to occur at shallow depths and the age of the groundwater is young. This groundwater body
is not expected to have regionally developed karstic flow systems, however, locally may have
a developed karst system in local areas, which concentrates recharge and discharges it at a

spring.
4.3.2 Aquifer Classification

The GSI provides a methodology for aquifer classification based on resource value (regionally
important, locally important and poor) and vulnerability (extreme, high, moderate or low).
Resource value refers to the scale and production potential of the aquifer whilst vulnerability
refers to the ease with which groundwater may be contaminated by human activities
(vulnerability classification primarily based on the permeability and thickness of subsoils).

The bedrock aquifer within the Ballysteen Formation (Code: CDBALL) beneath the site is
classified by the GSI (GSlI, 2026) as a Locally Important Aquifer - bedrock which is moderately
productive only in local zones (LI).

Locally important aquifers are capable of supplying locally important abstractions (e.g. smaller
public water supplies, group schemes), or ‘good’ yields (100-400m3/d). Groundwater flow
occurs predominantly through fractures, fissures and joints. However, the poorly connected
network of fractures, fissures and joints gives a low fissure permeability which tends to
decrease further with depth.

A shallow zone (i.e., fractured/weathered rock) with higher permeability may occur within the
top few metres, and also along fault zones. These zones may be able to provide larger ‘locally
important’ supplies of water. However, the lack of connection between the limited fissures
results in relatively poor aquifer storage and flow paths that may only extend a few hundred

DNV March 26 Page 13



Hydrogeological Risk Assessment Report BM Lynch Construction & Civils Ltd.
DNV Kylethalesha, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

metres. Due to the low permeability and poor storage capacity, the aquifer has a low ‘recharge
acceptance’. Some recharge in the upper, more fractured/weathered zone is likely to flow
along the relatively short flow paths and rapidly discharge to streams, small springs and seeps.
Groundwater discharge to streams (‘baseflow’) can significantly decrease in the drier summer
months.

While there are no mapped sand and gravel aquifers at the site of the Proposed Development,
the closest sand and gravel aquifer recorded on the GSI mapping (GSI, 2026) is the Portlaocise
aquifer, which is a locally important gravel aquifer (Lg) located approximately 0.7km east of
the site at its closest point (GSI, 2026).

The bedrock, and sand and gravel aquifers are presented in Figure 4-3.
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Figure 4-3. Aquifer Classification
4.3.2.1 Groundwater Vulnerability

The vulnerability categories, and methods for determination, are presented in the
Groundwater Protection Schemes publication (DEHLG/EPA/GSI, 1999) and summarised in
Table 4-1. The publications state that ‘as all groundwater is hydrologically connected to the
land surface, it is the effectiveness of this connection that determines the relative vulnerability
to contamination. Groundwater that readily and quickly receives water (and contaminants)
from the land surface is considered to be more vulnerable than groundwater that receives
water (and contaminants) more slowly and in lower quantities. The travel time, attenuation
capacity and quantity of contaminants are a function of the following natural geological and
hydrogeological attributes of any area.

Table 4-1. Vulnerability Mapping Criteria (DEHLG/EPA/GSO, 1999)
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Hydrogeological Requirements

. Point Unsaturated
Diffuse Recharge Rechatge Zone
Subsoil Subsoil Permeability and Type
Thickness : (Swallow (Sand and
High Moderate Low — i
Permeability - Permeability Losing Gravel Aquifers
Permeability . Only)
(Sand and (Sandy Subsoil) (Clayey Subsoil, | streams)
Gravel) y Clay, Peat)
0-3m Extreme Extreme Extreme Extreme . Extreme
(30m radius)
3-5m High High High N/A High
5-10m High High Moderate N/A High
>10m High Moderate Low N/A High
Notes: (i) N/A = not applicable (ii) Permeability classifications relate to the material characteristics as described
by the subsoil description and classification method.

The GSI has assigned a groundwater vulnerability rating of ‘Moderate’ (M) for the bedrock
aquifer beneath the site. Based on the moderate vulnerability and low permeability subsoils
beneath the site, the anticipated depth to bedrock is between 5 metres below ground level
(mbgl) and 10mbgl.

The groundwater vulnerability map is presented in Figure 4-5.
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Figure 4-4. Groundwater Vulnerability
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4.4 Hydrology

4.4.1 Catchment and Surface Water Features

The site of the Proposed Development is within the Barrow Catchment (Catchment Code: 14)
and the Barrow_SC_020 Sub-catchment (Sub-catchment Code: 14_11).

There are no surface water features recorded on the EPA database (EPA, 2026) within the
site boundary. However, during the site walkover undertaken by DNV, a number of field drains
(i.e., drainage ditches) were identified throughout the site. The existing drainage ditches were
observed to flow in a southerly direction (i.e., north to south). A drainage ditch present along
the western boundary of the site, which will be retained as part of the proposed development,
turns southeast where it appears to be culverted under the road. This ditch was observed to
contain water permanently, whereas the other ditches contained water only during rainfall
events.

The closest EPA mapped waterbody to the site is the Kyleclonhobert Stream (WFD Name:
Triogue_030, EU Code: IE_SE_14T010300), which is located approximately 0.2km south of
the site, and it is a tributary of the Triogue River (WFD Name: Triogue 030, EU Code:
IE_SE _14T010300). The stream flows in a southeasterly direction for approximately 980m
before discharging into the Triogue River. The Triogue River (Triogue_030) flows a further
2.6km (river length) in a northeasterly direction before discharging into the Triogue River (WFD
Name: Triogue_040, EU Code: IE_SE_14T010400), which flows a further 3.9km (river length)
also in a northeasterly direction before joining the River Barrow (EPA Code: Barrow_050, EU
Code: IE_SE_14B010550).

The Clonreher Stream (WFD Name: Kylegrove Stream_010, EU Code: IE_SE_14K060600),
which is located approximately 1km south of the site at its closest point, is a tributary of the
Kylegrove Stream (WFD Name: Kylegrove Stream_010, EU Code: IE_SE_14K060600), which
flows in a easterly direction before converging into the Kylegrove Stream (WFD Name:
Kylegrove Stream_010, EU Code: IE_SE_14K060600) approximately 1.1km south of the site
at its closest point. The Kylegrove Stream (WFD Name: Kylegrove Stream_010, EU Code:
IE_SE_14K060600), which flows in a northerly direction, is located approximately 1.1km south
of the site at its closest point and discharges into the Triogue River (WFD Name: Triogue_030,
EU Code: IE_SE_14T010300) approximately 1km southeast of the site at its closest point.

The Clonsoghey Stream (WFD Name: Blackwater (Laois) 010, EU Code:
IE_SE_14B031000), tributary to the Blackwater (Laois) Stream, is located approximately
1.2km to the northwest and flows in a northwesterly direction before discharging into the
Blackwater (Laois) River approximately 1.8km northwest of the site. The Blackwater (Laois)
River (WFD Name: Blackwater (Laois) 010, EU Code: IE_SE_14B031000) is located
approximately 1.3km northwest of the site at its closest point and flows in a northerly direction
before discharging into the Owenass River (WFD Name: Owenass_020, EU Code:
IE_SE_140010300) approximately 3.6km northwest of the site, which in turn discharges into
the River Barrow (EPA Code: Barrow_040, EU Code: IE_SE_14B010550) approximately
6.4km north of the site at its closes point.

The closest coastal waterbody potentially indirectly connected to the site is the Southwestern
Irish Sea - Killiney Bay (HA10), which is located approximately 85km east of the site at its
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closest point. The significance of this connection is considered negligible due to the separation
distance from the site.

The surface water features mapped by the EPA (EPA, 2026) within a 2km radius of the site
are presented in Figure 4-5.
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Figure 4-5. Surface Water Features within a 2km Radius of the Site

4.4.1.1 Existing Drainage Infrastructure

There is no surface water or foul water drainage within the site of the Proposed Development.

4.5 Flood Risk

As indicated in the Planners Report (Application Reference: 23/200) (LCC, 2023), the site is
outside the confines of the critical Flood Zones A and B as indicated in the Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment of the Plan.

An initial review of flood risk information was conducted for the site and Proposed
Development based on information available from floodinfo.ie (OPW, 2026). This assessment
involved an initial flood risk assessment to determine if there were any potential flooding or
surface water management issues that might affect the site or the Proposed Development.
The results of the initial flood risk assessment indicated that there is no significant flood risk
to the site. Consequently, the Proposed Development is deemed appropriate for the site,
which is classified as Flood Zone C, indicating a low probability of flooding. Additionally, the

initial flood risk assessment stated that there were no past flood events recorded within a
2.5km radius of the site.
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4.6 Water Use and Source Protection

The GSI groundwater wells and springs database (GSI, 2026) was utilised to identify
registered wells and groundwater sources in the surrounding area. There are fourteen (14
No.) groundwater sources recorded within a 2km radius of the site.

e Eleven (11 No.) recorded wells of unknown use.

e One (1 No.) recorded well of public supply use.

e One (1 No.) recorded well of agricultural and domestic use.
e One (1 No.) recorded well of domestic use only.

There is one (1 No.) Groundwater Source Protection Areas (SPAs) mapped by the GSI (GSI,
2025) within a 2km radius of the site.

¢ Mountmellick Derrygile PWS (Public Water Supply) — the Inner Protection Area (SI) is
located approximately 1.93km north of the site.

There are other Public Supply Source Protection Areas in the close vicinity of the site, namely
the Portlaoise (S| - Inner Protection Area), located approximately 2.4km east of the site, the
Meelick (SO — Outer Protection Area), approximately 5.9km southeast of the site and the
Knocks PWS (SO - Outer Protection Area) approximately 8.7km southwest of the site.

DNV

D Site Boundary

_____
| GSI Groundwater

T Wells & Springs

Public Supply SPAS
Sl-Inner
Protection Area
SO-Outer
Protection Area

Figure 4-6. Groundwater Wells, Springs and Public Supply SPA’s
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4.7 Water Quality

4.71

EPA Water Quality

4.7.1.1 Published Regional Surface Water Quality

The EPA surface water quality monitoring database (EPA, 2026) was consulted. A summary
of the most recent published EPA water quality monitoring data (EPA, 2026) for waterbodies
which have a potential hydraulic connection to the site is presented in Table 4-2.

Table 4-2. Surface Water Quality

EPA WFD Parameter Quality & Trend Analysis

Waterbody
.D. (Location) Indicative Baseline Conc.
Parameter Quality (2023) (mgll)
AmmonlaN-)'I'otaI (as Annual Moderate Upwards 0.077
. Total Oxidised
Triogue 030 Nitrogen (as N) Annual Moderate Upwards 4.130
Ortho-Phospthe Annual Moderate Upwards 0.047
(as P) - unspecified
AmmonlaN-)'I'otaI (as Annual Good Upwards 0.058
Triogue_040 T.o tal Oxidised Annual Moderate | Downwards 3.952
Nitrogen (as N)
Ortho-Phosph?Fe Annual Moderate Upwards 0.048
(as P) - unspecified
Kylegrove_ 010 No data available.
AmmonlaN-)T otal@s | A hual Good Downwards 0.049
Blackwater Total Oxidised Annual | Moderate | Upwards 1.928
(Laoise) 010 Nitrogen (as N)
Ortho-Phospthe Annual Moderate Upwards 0.053
(as P) - unspecified
Owenass_020 Ammonlil-)T otal (as Annual Good Upwards 0.053
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EPA WFD Parameter Quality & Trend Analysis

Waterbody
.D. (Location) . Indicative Baseline Conc.
Parameter Period Quality Trend (2023) (mg/l)
(1.7km d/s Total Oxidised
Mountmellick) _° al Lxidise Annual Moderate | Downwards 1.905
Nitrogen (as N)
Ortho-Phosphate | Annual Bad | Downwards 0.104
(as P) — unspecified
AmmonlaN-)'I'otaI (as Annual Good Upwards 0.042
Owenass_020
(Br N of ,I_‘t’:a' O:'d'se,\? Annual Good | Downwards 1.432
Irishtown Ho ftrogen (as N)
on N80)
Ortho-Phosphgt.e Annual Moderate Upwards 0.035
(as P) — unspecified
AmmonlaN-)'I' otal (as Annual Good Downwards 0.045
River Total Oxidised
Barrow_050 Nitrogen (as N) Annual Moderate | Downwards 2.140
Ortho-Phospthe Annual Moderate | Downwards 0.042
(as P) - unspecified

4.7.1.2 Published Regional Groundwater Quality

The EPA groundwater monitoring data (EPA, 2026) was reviewed to locate the closest
groundwater quality monitoring stations within the close vicinity of the site. The closest
groundwater stations are the Mountmellick WS (Derrygile) station (Station ID:
GWIE_SE_G_10716000009) located approximately 2.8km north of the site and the Portlaoise
WS (Derrygannon BH) station (Station ID: GWIE_SE_G_15316000011) located
approximately 4.7km southeast of the site. The recorded groundwater quality data for the
groundwater body beneath the site (Portlacise GWB) is presented in Table 4-3.

Table 4-3. Groundwater Quality

EPA WFD Parameter Quality & Trend Analysis

Groundwater

e Pwen R T
Portlaoise _

GWB No data available.
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4.8 Water Framework Directive

The WFD status for river, lake, groundwater, transitional and/or coastal water bodies that have
a potential hydraulic connection to the subject site as recorded by the EPA (EPA, 2026) in
accordance with European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.1. No. 722/2003)
are provided in Table 4-4 and the locations presented in Figure 4-8.

Waterbody

Name

Table 4-4. Water Framework Directive Status

Waterbody EU
Code

WFD
Status
(2019-

Distance
from
Site (km)

Location
from Site

Surface Water Bodies

Hydraulic
Connection to
the Site

Triogue_030

IE_SE_14T010300

South 0.2 Poor

At Risk

Potential
hydrological or
hydrogeological
connection via

surface water
(i.e. drainage
ditches at the
site) and
groundwater
flow.

Triogue_040

IE_SE_14T010400

Northeast 2.2 Poor

At Risk

Potential
hydrological or
hydrogeological
connection via
the Triogue_030

river.

Kylegrove
Stream_010

IE_SE_14K060600

South 1.0 Poor

Review

No hydraulic
connection. This
river is located
south of the
Triogue_030
river, which is the
closest to the
site. Therefore, it
is hydrologically
isolated from the
site as any
potential runoff
from the site
would be
intercepted by
the Triogue_030
river.

Blackwater
(Laoise)_010

IE_SE_14B031000

Northwest 1.2 Moderate

Not at
Risk

Owenass_020

IE_SE_140010300

Northwest 3.6 Moderate

At Risk

No hydro
connection -
surface water is
upgradient of the
site and located
within a different
catchment.

. River
Barrow_050

IE_SE_14B010550

North/Northe

6.4/71
ast

Moderate

At Risk

Potential hydro
connection via
the Triogue_030

DNV
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Distance WFD Hydraulic
Waterbody Waterbody EU Location Status .
) from Connection to
Name Code from Site Site (km) (2019- the Site
2024)
river and
Triogue_040
river.
Groundwater Bodies
i Underlyin
Portlacise . Not at ying
IE_SE_G_107 Underlying 0.0 Good . groundwater-
GWB - - = Risk
body.
Note: * - ‘denotes distance and direction at its closest point’
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Figure 4-7. Water Framework Directive Status (2019-2024)
4.8.1 Designated and Protected Areas

The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) seeks to conserve natural habitats and wild fauna and
flora by the designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and the Birds Directive
(2009/147/EC) seeks to protect birds of special importance by the designation of Special
Protection Areas (SPAs). SACs and SPAs are collectively known as Natura 2000 or European
sites (referred to hereafter as Natura 2000 site).

National Heritage Areas (NHAs) are designations under the Wildlife Acts to protect habitats,
species, or geology of national importance. The boundaries of many of the NHAs in Ireland
overlap with SAC and/or SPA Sites. Although many NHA designations are not yet fully in force
under this legislation (referred to as ‘proposed NHAs’ or pNHASs), they are offered protection
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in the meantime under planning policy which normally requires that planning authorities give
recognition to their ecological value.

There is one (1 No.) Natura 2000 site and five (5 No.) Proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA)
identified with a potential hydraulic connection to the site and Proposed Development. The
Natura 2000 sites and other protected and designated sites or areas within a 15km radius of
the site are summarised in Table 4-5.

As documented in the Biodiversity Chapter (Chapter 5), all European sites potentially linked
to the Proposed Amendments have been identified and fully assessed in the AA Screening
Report (Stage 1 AA) accompanying this submission under separate cover. A summary of the
AA conclusion is given below:

‘The potential likely significant effects of this development (to use the terminology of the
Habitats Directive) are minimal and it cannot be said that this development will have a
significant impact on the European site downstream or on the integrity of the Natura
2000 network. It will also not compromise the attainment of the conservation objectives
for any site, in particular the River Barrow & River Nore SAC. This finding is based on
the best scientific information available. This holds for the project by itself or in
combination with other projects in the vicinity and there is no necessity for a Stage 2
assessment (NIS).’

Further details and assessment of the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on
habitats, flora and fauna are included in the Biodiversity Chapter (Chapter 5) of the EIAR
prepared by DNV and submitted with the planning application.

Table 4-5. Designated and Protected Sites

Designated Site Site Code  Distancefrom | . tion Potential Risk

Site (km)

Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Slieve Bloom Mountains Not hydrological connection to

000412 59 West the site — upgradient of the
SAC .
site.
Mountmellick SAC 002141 6.5 Northeast Not hydrological connection to

the site due to distance.

Possible hydraulic connection
002162 3.6 North via the Triogue River and
subsequently Barrow River.

River Barrow and River
Nore SAC

Special Protection Area (SPA)

Not hydraulically connected to
004160 59 West the site — upgradient of the
site.

Slieve Bloom Mountains
SPA

Natural Heritage Area (NHA)

Not hydraulically connected to
Clonreher Bog NHA 002357 0.4 East the site — upgradient of the
site.

Proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA)

Potential hydraulic connection

Dunamase Wood 001494 7.5 Southeast _ downgradient of the site.
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Distance from

Designated Site Site Code Site (km) Direction Potential Risk

Rock Of Dunamase 000878 8.48 Southeast

Kilteale Hill 000867 9.9 Southeast

Ridge of Portlaoise 000876 0.9 Southeast

The Grgat Heath of 000881 6.6 East

Portlacise

Derries Wood 000416 10.07 Northeast

Emo Court 000865 9.1 Northeast

Shanahoe Marsh 001923 14.6 South Not connected to the site —
upgradient of the site.

Slieve Bloom Mountains | 000412 5.9 West

Stradbally Hill 001800 14.5 Southeast

Timahoe Esker 000421 12.9 Southeast

Note:

“* = Distance is measured as closest point to the site

[ site Boundary

777 15km Buffer
Natural Heritage
Areas

@ Proposed Natural
Heritage Areas
7] Spedal Area
of Conservation

Spedial Protection
Areas

Infilling Lands at
Kylotalesha, Co. Laois

Figure 4-8. Designated and Protected Sites
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4.8.2 Drinking Water

The river drinking water protected areas (DWPA) are represented by the full extent of the
Water Framework Directive (WFD) river waterbodies from which there is a known qualifying
abstraction of water for human consumption as defined under Article 7 of the WFD.

There are no surface water drinking water sources, under Article 7 of the Water Framework
Directive, identified by the EPA (EPA, 2026) within a 2km radius of the site. However, the
groundwater body beneath the site, the Portlacise GWB (IE_SE_G_107), is classified under
Article 7 Abstraction for Drinking Water.

4.8.3 Shellfish Areas

Although the Shellfish Waters Directive (SWD) has been repealed, areas used for the
production of shellfish that were designated under the SWD, are protected under the WFD as
‘areas designated for the protection of economically significant aquatic species’.

The requirement from a WFD perspective is to ensure that water quality does not impact on
the quality of shellfish produced for human consumption. In Ireland, 64 areas have been
designated as shellfish waters (S.1. No. 268 of 2006, S.I. No. 55 of 2009, S.I. 464 of 2009).

The closest designated Shellfish Area location is Malahide (IE_EA 020 0000) located
approximately 89.6km northeast of the site.

4.8.4 Nutrient Sensitive Areas

EU member states are required under the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive
(91/271/EEC) to identify nutrient-sensitive areas. These have been defined as “natural
freshwater lakes, other freshwater bodies, estuaries and coastal waters which are found to be
eutrophic or which in the near future may become eutrophic if protective action is not taken”.

The closest designated nutrient-sensitive area (estuaries and lakes) is the Triogue (River)
(IERI_SE_2001_0016- Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive Sensitive Area), located
approximately 0.7km east of the site at its closest point.

4.8.5 Bathing Waters

Bathing waters are designated under Regulation 5 of Directive 2006/7/EC. Designated
Bathing Waters exist under S.I. No. 79/2008 and S.I. No. 351/2011 Bathing Water Quality
(Amendment) Regulations 2011. EC Bathing Water Profiles - Best Practice and Guidance
20009.

The closest designated Bathing Water location is the Greystones South
(IEEABWC100_0000_0200), located approximately 84.8km northeast of the site.
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5 ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS

5.1 Conceptual Site Model

As outlined in Section 2.4, the conceptual site model (CSM) represents the characteristics of
the site and identified the possible relationship and potential risk between the contaminant
sources, pathways and receptors.

The preliminary CSM and identified sources, pathways and receptors associated with the site
and Proposed Development are outlined in Section 5.1.1, Section 5.1.2 and Section 5.1.3.

5.1.1 Potential Sources

The potential sources associated with the Proposed Development during construction and
operational phases are discussed below.

5.1.1.1 Construction Phase

During the construction phase of the Proposed Development, there will be no direct discharges
to surface water or groundwater, with the exception of rainfall, which will continue to infiltrate
to ground. There will be no unauthorised discharge of water (groundwater or surface water
runoff) to drains or water courses during the construction phase of the Proposed Development.
Foul water discharge from the temporary welfare units at the site will be tankered offsite in
accordance with waste management legislation.

Potential sources of contamination that could affect water quality, based on the design of the
site, include:

e Storage and use of fuel, oils and chemicals used during construction, which in the
event of an accidental release through the failure of secondary containment or a
materials handling accident, could infiltrate to the underlying aquifer.

e Leakage from machinery or refuelling of plant and machinery operating onsite that
has the potential to be accidentally discharged from the site during the construction
phase.

o Use of cementitious materials during the construction phase, in particular for the
foundations to palisade fence posts, benching of manhole bases, mortar for setting
brick risers and access covers to manholes, which have the potential to infiltrate
through the soils and migrate down into the groundwater.

e Suspended sediment and other contaminants entrained in runoff arising from the
limited groundworks, stockpiling of materials and other construction works at the
site that have the potential to be transported into the existing drainage ditches.

e Release of suspended solids and other contaminants during the infilling of the
drainage ditches and vegetation clearance.

e Sediment or other material on construction vehicles could potentially be tracked
offsite to external public roads.

e Accidental release of foul water from mobile toilets and/or sealed self-contained
welfare cabins.

5.1.1.2 Operational Phase

The operational phase will involve the importation of approximately 50,250m® of inert soil and
stone classified as Article 27 by-products, together with 87m°® of reused onsite material, for
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infilling and recontouring of approximately 2.52ha of the site. The TCC, SuDS, wheel wash
and welfare facilities will remain in use during the operational phase of the Proposed
Development.

The most plausible, albeit worst case, source scenario is outlined as follows, some of which
remain the same during both phases (i.e., construction and operational phase) of the
Proposed Development:

e Storage and use of fuel, oils and chemicals used during the operational phase,
which, in the event of an accidental release through the failure of secondary
containment or a materials handling accident, could infiltrate to the underlying
aquifer.

e Leakage from machinery or refuelling of plant and machinery operating onsite that
has the potential to be accidentally discharged from the site during the operational
phase.

e Suspended sediment from localised areas of the site and other contaminants
entrained in runoff arising from the infilling of the site with Article 27 clean soil and
stone before compaction and stabilisation.

¢ Sediment or other material on vehicles during the operational phase, which could
potentially be tracked offsite to external public roads.

e Accidental release of foul effluent from welfare facilities, which will continue to be
stored in sealed tanks and removed offsite.

5.1.2 Pathways

The following potential pathways are identified and evaluated below:

Vertical Migration to the Underlying Bedrock and Lateral Migration within the Aquifer
to Downgradient Receiving Surface Waterbodies

The site is underlain by a Locally Important bedrock aquifer, which is moderately productive
only in local zones (LI) and is characterised by limited storage and generally short groundwater
flow paths. Recharge to this aquifer is expected to occur predominantly via diffuse infiltration
of rainfall through overlying soils. Based on available geological mapping (GSI, 2026), the site
is overlain by peat and subsoils, which provide a degree of protection to the underlying
bedrock aquifer. Although portions of this cutover bog have been historically extracted, these
areas will be reinstated through the infilling of Article 27 soil and stone during the operational
phase of the Proposed Development, providing a reinstated soil cover over the underlying
bedrock.

During both the construction and operational phases, accidental spills of fuels, oils, or other
contaminants could infiltrate vertically through the reinstated soil cover and subsoils to the
aquifer beneath the site and migrate laterally along local flow paths to surface water receptors.
In the absence of mitigation, this could create a potential pathway for contaminants to migrate
to sensitive receptors.

However, taking account of the Locally Important bedrock aquifer, the limited transmissivity
and short flow paths, and the presence of underlying subsoils and a reinstated soil cover, any
potential impact on groundwater or downgradient surface waterbodies would be expected to
be localised and limited, arising only under a worst-case accidental spill scenario during the
construction or operational phase of the Proposed Development.
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Surface Water Runoff and Migration Offsite to Downstream Surface Waterbodies

There are a number of drainage ditches and bog drains identified within the site that will be
retained and infilled with clean washed Clause 6A material with no fines or dust particles,
which shall allow water to flow through them to maintain natural flow patterns. While the
retention and infilling works may result in temporary localised disturbance and an increased
risk of sediment mobilisation during construction, the use of washed stone and the
implementation of appropriate buffer zones and sediment control measures will ensure that
hydraulic connectivity is maintained and that any potential effects are short-term and localised.
The drainage ditch along the western site boundary will be protected by a 10-metre buffer
during the construction phase, within which no soil importation will occur during the operational
phase.

There will be no direct discharge from the site to any surface waterbody or drainage ditch
during the duration of the Proposed Development (approximately five years). Surface water
runoff generated during the construction and operational phases will be collected and
managed via a SuDS network, including swales, infiltration features, soakaways and silt
control measures, with runoff discharged to ground via infiltration to the underlying subsaoils.
As such, there will be no discharge of surface water runoff to any surface water mains network
or directly to any surface waterbody.

However, during rainfall events, surface water runoff from construction areas or from the early
stages of infilling and recontouring during the operational phase could, in the absence of
mitigation, flow overland toward onsite drainage features. During the construction phase,
groundworks, site clearance and road widening may generate suspended sediments that can
become entrained in surface water runoff. Similarly, during the operational phase, Article 27
clean soil and stone may be temporarily susceptible to erosion prior to full compaction and
stabilisation. In a worst-case unmitigated scenario, sediment-laden runoff could enter the
onsite drainage ditches and migrate to downgradient surface waterbodies.

In addition, in a worst-case scenario such as the failure or overtopping of SuDS features during
extreme rainfall events, there is a potential for limited overland flow to bypass the SuDS
network and enter onsite drainage ditches, with potential subsequent migration to downstream
surface water receptors. However, the design and operation of the SuDS measures, together
with the 10-metre buffer zone and silt fencing along the western boundary ditch and any other
drainage ditches identified at the site, are intended to intercept, attenuate and infiltrate runoff
onsite. These measures will significantly reduce the potential for offsite migration of
suspended solids, thereby limiting the risk of adverse effects on downstream surface
waterbodies.

Groundwater Discharge to Mains Sewer and Downstream Receiving Surface
Waterbodies

The design of the Proposed Development does not require deep excavations, dewatering or
any direct interaction with groundwater. There will be no abstraction or discharge of
groundwater to the mains sewer network during either the construction or operational phases.
As such, the groundwater discharge to the mains sewer and downstream receiving surface
waterbodies pathway is not considered to be present for the Proposed Development.

Foul Water Discharge to Main Sewer and Receiving Surface Waterbodies — Indirect
Pathway
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During both the construction and operational phases, foul effluent from the welfare facilities
onsite will be collected in sealed storage tanks and tankered offsite by a licensed waste
contractor to an authorised facility in accordance with waste management legislation. There
will be no discharge of foul effluent to ground, sewer or surface water. Therefore, there is no
direct foul effluent pathway from the site to any receiving surface waterbody.

Any potential connection between foul effluent generated onsite and downstream surface
waterbodies would therefore occur only indirectly, via licensed offsite treatment facilities
operating in compliance with their respective discharge licences. As such, any discharge to
receiving surface waterbodies would be regulated and controlled in accordance with all
relevant statutory consents and licence conditions. Given the small foul load associated with
the Proposed Development (approximately 1-2 personnel onsite at any one time), together
with the use of sealed storage, licensed offsite removal and treatment, and the regulatory
control of the receiving facility, this indirect pathway is not considered to give rise to any
significant effect on downstream surface waterbodies.

5.1.3 Receptors

The receptors considered in this assessment include the following:

e Groundwater Bodies

o Underlying locally important aquifer - bedrock, which is moderately productive

only in local zones (LI) part of the Portlaocise GWB.
e Surface Waterbodies:

o Triogue_030 River and closest associated rivers/streams potentially
hydraulically connected to this river (i.e., Triogue_040and Barrow_050). Any
other downstream associated waterbodies (i.e., Southwestern Irish Sea -
Killiney Bay (HA10)) have been ruled out based on the separation distances to
the site.

e Natura 2000 sites:
o River Barrow and River Nore SAC.
e Other Protected sites:
o Dunamase Wood pNHA.
Rock Of Dunamase pNHA.
Kilteale Hill pNHA.
Ridge of Portlaoise pNHA.
The Great Heath of Portlacise pNHA.

O O O O

It is noted that there are other protected sites with a potential hydraulic connection to the site
(refer to Table 4-5), however, those hydraulically closest to the site are considered as the most
sensitive Natura 2000 sites for this assessment.

5.2 Risk Evaluation of Source-Pathway-Receptor Linkages

A risk-based assessment of the Source-Pathway-Receptor (SPR) Model and the potential risk
linkages associated with the construction phase and operational phase of the Proposed
Development was undertaken. The results were evaluated to determine if the Proposed
Development could potentially effect any potential receptors associated with the site.

Table 5-1. Conceptual Site Model (Source- Pathway Receptor) and Risk Evaluation
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Source

Pathway

Receptor

Construction Phase

Risk Evaluation and Avoidance

Discharge of
Contaminants
to Ground /
Groundwater

Vertical and Lateral
Groundwater
Migration in Bedrock
Aquifer

Underlying Bedrock
Aquifer

Receiving surface
waterbodies (i.e.,
the Boyne Estuary
and downstream
waterbodies)

Natura 2000 Sites

Low to Moderate Risk (worst-case
unmitigated scenario)

The site has undergone historical peat
extraction, reducing the thickness of the
protective peat cover locally. During limited
site clearance works and excavations
associated with construction of the TCC and
related infrastructure, including SuDS
features, groundwater vulnerability will be
temporarily increased, creating a more
direct potential pathway for surface
contaminants to enter the underlying
bedrock aquifer and migrate toward
downgradient surface waterbodies.

In a worst-case unmitigated construction
scenario, such as an accidental release of
fuels, chemicals or oils, there is potential for
a localised impact on groundwater in the
immediate vicinity of the site within the
Portlacise GWB. However, with the
implementation of embedded design
avoidance and mitigation measures,
including silt fencing and berms, strict fuel
and chemical management, and adherence
to the CEMP, the potential for offsite
migration via groundwater will be
significantly reduced. The residual risk to
nearby watercourses, downstream surface
waterbodies and Natura 2000 sites is
therefore considered low to negligible, with
no likely significant effect on receiving water
quality.

Discharge of
Surface Water
Runoff (i.e.,
Rainwater)

Discharge to Surface
Waterbodies via
Drainage Ditches

Receiving surface
waterbodies (i.e.,
the Boyne Estuary
and downstream
waterbodies)

Natura 2000 Sites

Moderate Risk (worst-case unmitigated
scenario)

There is a potential indirect hydraulic
connection between the Triogue_030 River
and the western drainage ditch; however,
the ditch is culverted beneath a road,
limiting direct connectivity. During rainfall
events, suspended sediments in surface
water runoff generated during site
clearance, earthworks or indirectly tracked
on vehicles could, in the absence of
mitigation, migrate via overland flow and
onsite drainage ditches toward downstream
surface water receptors.

Surface water runoff will be managed via a
SuDS network, with infiltration to underlying
subsoils and no direct discharge to surface
waterbodies. In a worst-case unmitigated
scenario, sediment-laden runoff could enter
drainage ditches or bypass SuDS during
extreme rainfall. However, the SuDS design,
together with silt fencing, berms and a
10-metre buffer along the western drainage
ditch, implemented in accordance with the
CEMP, will significantly reduce offsite
migration of suspended solids. The residual
risk to downstream surface waterbodies and
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Source

Pathway

Receptor

Risk Evaluation and Avoidance

associated Natura 2000 sites is therefore
considered low, with no likely significant
effect.

Foul Water
Discharge

Foul Water
Discharge to Main
Sewer and
Receiving Surface
Waterbodies —
Indirect Pathway

Receiving surface
waterbodies at the
licensed offsite
treatment facilities

Receiving Natura
2000 Sites at the
licensed offsite
treatment facilities

No Identified Risk

Foul effluent generated during the
construction phase will be collected in
sealed storage tanks and removed offsite by
a licensed waste contractor to an authorised
facility in accordance with waste
management legislation. There will be no
discharge of foul effluent to ground, sewer
or surface water at the site and, therefore,
no direct foul water pathway to receiving
surface waterbodies.

Any potential connection to downstream
surface waterbodies would occur only
indirectly, via licensed offsite treatment

facilities operating in compliance with their
statutory discharge licences and consent
conditions. Given the small foul load
associated with the Proposed Development
(approximately 1-2 personnel onsite at any
one time), together with sealed storage,
licensed offsite treatment and regulatory
control of the receiving facility, this indirect
pathway is not considered to give rise to any
significant effect on downstream surface

waterbodies or associated Natura 2000

sites.

Operational Phase

Discharge of
Contaminants
to Ground /
Groundwater

Vertical and
Lateral
Groundwater
Migration in
Bedrock Aquifer

Underlying Bedrock
Aquifer

Receiving surface
waterbodies (i.e.,
Triogue_030 River
and downstream
waterbodies)

Natura 2000 Sites

Low Risk (worst-case unmitigated
scenario)

During the infilling and recontouring of the
site, the thickness of clean soil and subsoil
(Article 27) will increase, thereby reducing
the potential for contaminants to infiltrate
into the underlying bedrock aquifer. In
addition, protective measures along
drainage ditches, including buffer zones and
silt fencing, together with the management
of surface water runoff in accordance with
the principles and objectives of SuDS, will
provide further protection during the
operational phase.

In a worst-case unmitigated scenario during
the operational phase (e.g. accidental
release of fuels, chemicals or oils due to
failure of secondary containment or a
materials-handling incident), there is
potential for a localised discharge of
contaminants to groundwater. However,
taking account of the embedded design
avoidance and mitigation measures,
including SuDS controls and ongoing
monitoring and maintenance of drainage
infrastructure, the potential for offsite
migration via groundwater pathways would
be very limited.

With mitigation in place, the residual risk to

groundwater, nearby watercourses,

downstream surface waterbodies and
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Source

Pathway

Receptor

Risk Evaluation and Avoidance

associated Natura 2000 sites is considered

low, with no likely significant effect on water
quality during the operational phase of the
Proposed Development.

Discharge of
Surface Water
Runoff (i.e.,
Rainwater)

Discharge to
Surface
Waterbodies via
Drainage
Ditches

Receiving surface
waterbodies (i.e.,
the Boyne Estuary
and downstream
waterbodies)

Natura 2000 Sites

Low to Moderate Risk (worst-case
unmitigated scenario)

During the early infilling stages of the
operational phase, Article 27 clean soil and
stone may be temporarily susceptible to
erosion prior to full compaction and
stabilisation. In a worst-case unmitigated
scenario, suspended sediments entrained in
surface water runoff, or indirectly tracked on
vehicles and machinery, could migrate via
overland flow and drainage ditches toward
downstream surface water receptors.
However, silt fencing, buffer zones and
other protective measures along drainage
ditches, including ditches infilled with clean
washed Clause 6A material and the retained
western drainage ditch, together with
surface water runoff collected, treated and
attenuated via SuDS measures (including
infiltration features and silt controls), will
significantly reduce the potential for
sediment-laden runoff to enter the drainage
network. With these measures in place and
adherence to the CEMP during the
operational phase, the residual risk to
downstream surface waterbodies and
associated Natura 2000 sites is considered
low, with no likely significant effect on
receiving water quality.

Foul Water
Discharge

Foul Water
Discharge to Main
Sewer and
Receiving Surface
Waterbodies —
Indirect Pathway

Receiving surface
waterbodies at the
licensed offsite
treatment facilities

Receiving Natura
2000 Sites at the
licensed offsite
treatment facilities

No Identified Risk

During the operational phase, foul effluent
generated by onsite welfare facilities will
continue to be stored in sealed tanks and
removed offsite by a licensed waste
contractor to an authorised facility in
accordance with waste management
legislation. There will be no discharge of foul
effluent to ground, sewer or surface water at
the site and, therefore, no direct foul water
pathway from the Proposed Development.
Any potential connection to downstream
surface waterbodies would occur only
indirectly, via licensed offsite treatment
facilities operating in compliance with their
statutory discharge licences and consent
conditions. Given the small foul load
associated with the operational phase
(approximately 1-2 personnel onsite at any
one time), together with sealed storage,
licensed offsite removal and regulatory
control of the receiving facility, this indirect
pathway is not considered to give rise to any
likely significant effect on downstream
surface waterbodies or associated Natura
2000 sites.
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5.2.1 Design Avoidance and Mitigation

The assessment of the potential effects on the receiving environment takes account of the
embedded design avoidance measures and standard good practice construction methods to
reduce the potential for effects to the water environment. These are outlined below together
with additional specific measures based on the findings of this assessment.

5.2.1.1 Construction Phase

During the construction phase, all works will be undertaken in accordance with the
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to provide detailed construction
phasing and methods to manage and prevent any potential emissions to ground with regard
to the relevant industry standards (e.g., Guidance for Consultants and Contractors, CIRIA-
C532’, CIRIA, 2001). The CEMP will be implemented for the duration of the construction
phase, covering construction and waste management activities that will take place during the
construction phase of the Proposed Development. Mitigation works will be adopted as part of
the construction works for the Proposed Development. These measures will address the main
activities of potential effect, which include:

e Control and Management of surface water runoff.

e Control and Management of Filling Drainage Ditches.

e Control and Management of Works Adjoining Drainage Ditches.

o Appropriate fuel and chemical handling, transport and storage.

e Management of accidental release of contaminants at the site.

e Control and handling of cementitious materials.

¢ Management and Control Procedures for the Importation of Aggregates and Materials.
¢ Control and Management of Soils, Subsoils and Stockpiles.

¢ Management and Control for the Reuse of Soil.

o Management and Control of Surplus Material.

The construction works will be managed in accordance with all statutory obligations and
regulations and with standard international best practice. Good construction management
practices will minimise the risk of pollution from construction activities at the subject site
including but not limited to:

e Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA), 2001. Control of
Water Pollution from Construction Sites, Guidance for Consultants and Contractors.

e CIRIA, 2015. Environmental Good Practice on Site (C741).

o Enterprise Ireland Oil Storage Guidelines (BPGCS005).

e Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2013. IPC Guidance Note on Storage and
Transfer of Materials for Scheduled Activities.

e CIRIA, 2007. The SuDS Manual (C697).

e UK Environment Agency, 2004. UK Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG).

¢ CIRIA, 2006. Control of Water Pollution from Linear Construction Projects: Technical
Guidance (C648).

o Inland Fisheries Ireland (2016). Guidelines on Protection of Fisheries during
Construction Works in and Adjacent to Waters.
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5.2.1.1.1 Control and Management of Water and Surface Runoff

There will be no direct discharge to groundwater or surface water during the construction
phase of the Proposed Development. The following mitigation measures will be adhered to
during the construction phase of the Proposed Development:

Silt fencing will be installed prior to the commencement of construction to ensure the
protection of the onsite drainage ditches. Silt fencing will also be installed around the
perimeter of the site and silt traps within the drainage ditches to avoid sediment laden
to migrate offsite to downgradient waterbodies.

During the construction phase of the Proposed Development, measures would be
adopted in order to prevent silt, chemicals and/or other contaminants from being
washed into existing waterbodies (i.e., drainage ditches). Areas exposed due to the
removal of vegetation are more susceptible to erosion during heavy rainfall, therefore,
the areas would be reinstated as soon as possible to minimise this effect.

Regular monitoring and prompt maintenance of the SuDS measures will ensure that
the drainage system continues to function as designed:

o Use of silt traps, silt fences and SuDS measures.

o Exclusion zones between earthworks, stockpiles and temporary surfaces.

o Temporary construction surface water drainage and sediment control
measures installed prior to earthworks commencing.

o Scheduling construction activities taking forecast weather conditions into
consideration.

o Silt ponds will be constructed on site as necessary to contain silt runoff.

o An earth bund and silt fence will be constructed around the perimeter of the
infill area. The earth bund and silt fencing will act as temporary sediment control
devices to protect receiving watercourses from sediment and potential surface
water runoff from the site. The fencing will be inspected twice daily based onsite
and weather conditions for any signs of contamination or excessive silt deposits
and records of these checks will be maintained.

A 10-meter buffer and silt fence will be maintained along the western drainage ditch,
where no soil importation shall take place to protect surface waters and to ensure that
there are no offsite nuisances created by the site.

Stockpiles of loose materials pending reuse onsite will be protected for the duration of
the works and not located in areas where sediment laden runoff may enter existing
surface water drains.

o To help shed rainwater and prevent ponding and infiltration, the sides and top
of the stockpiles will be regraded to form a smooth gradient with compacted
sides reducing infiltration and silt runoff.

o Where required, silt fences will be erected at the toe of stockpiles to prevent
runoff.

o The silt fences will be monitored daily by the appointed contractor and silt will
be removed as required.

o Any materials excavated onsite during the construction works (i.e., construction
phase) will be stored onsite close to the excavation location and reused where
it is appropriate to do so during the operations phase. As such, offsite disposal
of this material is not anticipated.
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o Low mound stockpiles will be formed from excavated material away from open
drains.
A regular review of weather forecasts of heavy rainfall will be conducted, and a
contingency plan will be prepared before and after such events to minimise any
potential nuisances. As the risk of the break-out of silt-laden runoff is higher during
these weather conditions, no work will be carried out during such periods where
possible.

5.2.1.1.2 Management Drainage Ditches Infill Works

The infilling of the existing drainage ditches onsite will be undertaken with cognisance to
Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA), 2006. ‘Control of Water
Pollution from Linear Construction Projects: Technical guidance’ (CIRIA C649) and’ Control of
water pollution from construction sites. Guidance for consultants and contractors (C532) and
the following mitigation measures will be strictly adhered to:

The infilling of existing drainage features including drainage ditches and bog drains will
be completed in accordance with Series 600 pf the TllI Specification for Road Works
and the recommendations contained within the “NRA Guidelines for the Crossing of
Watercourses During the Construction of National Road Schemes”.

The existing drainage features (i.e., charted bog/field drains) will be cleared of vegeta-
tion and filled with clean washed CL6A material to Tl specification. They will be main-
tained and upgraded to filter drains to maintain existing drainage flows.

Before vegetation clearance commences, drainage runoff controls such as silt traps
should be installed at the point where the site boundary intercepts any onsite drainage
ditch along the northern or southern boundary. This should remain in-place for the
duration of the construction phase.

The installation of a 450mm diameter perforated pipe and permeable surround within
the infill area will be applicable to all surface water drains onsite.

All material placed into drainage features will be deposited by end tipping without com-
paction.

The water will be allowed to flow through the existing drainage features at right angles
in either direction.

Runoff from the areas of exposed soil will be intercepted by a silt containment barrier
(i.e., silt fence) installed in advance of the drainage ditch.

Any machines working in the vicinity of the open waterbodies will be protected against
leakage or spillage of fuels, oils, greases and hydraulic fuels.

Any displaced water during the infilling of the open waterbodies will be allowed to
infiltrate to ground in the immediate surrounding area. Where required, drainage runoff
controls such as silt fences and silt traps will be provided.

All trucks leaving the site will pass through a dry wheel wash, thereby removing the
potential for transport of sediment offsite. The wheel wash will be periodically cleaned
out and its contents will be disposed of in the appropriate manner by a suitably licensed
waste contractor and never discharged onsite.

5.2.1.1.3 Control and Management of Works Adjoining Drainage Ditches

Silt fencing or bunding along the length of the drainage ditches will be erected following the
clearance of the site (i.e., vegetation clearance), which will take cognisance of Inland Fisheries
Ireland (IFI) Guidelines on Protection of Fisheries during Construction Works in and Adjacent

DNV March 26 Page 35



Hydrogeological Risk Assessment Report BM Lynch Construction & Civils Ltd.
DNV Kylethalesha, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

to Waters (IFI, 2016). The silt fencing will act in filtering any potential surface water runoff from
the site generated during the proposed works and will be retained in place for the duration of
the construction phase until the development is complete. The project specific CEMP (which
will be finalised by the main contractor in advance of construction works commencing) will
identify how this silt curtain is to be installed and maintained throughout the construction
phase.

e The silt fences will be monitored to ensure that they remain functional throughout the
construction of the Proposed Development (and throughout the operational phase).

e Where necessary, maintenance will be carried out on the fences to ensure that they
continue to be effective. This will be particularly important after heavy rainfall events.

o The checks will be undertaken by the Environmental Manager.

¢ The frequency of monitoring will depend on the stage of works, and local environmental
conditions.

o Daily checks may be appropriate during the initial site clearance, during works in the
vicinity of the drainage ditches and during and after storm events.

o Weekly or bi-weekly checks may be appropriate at other times (i.e., during the
operational phase).

All works carried out in or adjacent to the drainage ditches will adhere to the Inland Fisheries
Ireland (IFI) Guidelines on Protection of Fisheries during Construction Works in and Adjacent
to Waters (IFI, 2016), the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) Guidelines for the Crossing of
Watercourses during the Construction of National Road Schemes (Tll, 2008) and CIRIA C648
Control of Water Pollution from Linear Construction Projects (CIRIA, 2006).

All near stream works will include the following measures:

o Entry to the drainage ditches by vehicles will not be permitted, while vehicle usage
along the banks will be restricted as much as practicable. Any machines working in
close proximity of the watercourse must be protected against leakage or spillage of
fuels, oils, greases and hydraulic fuels.

e Silt fences and other sediment control measures will be utilised as required to prevent
sedimentation in the drainage ditches.

5.2.1.1.4 Handling of Fuels, Chemicals and Materials

Fuelling and lubrication of equipment will be carried out in accordance with the procedures
outlined in the OCEMP (Lenztech, 2023), in a designated area of the site (i.e., bunded areas),
away from any watercourses and drains (where not possible to carry out such activities offsite)
with full attendance of plant operatives.

Fuel will be stored onsite for the duration of the Proposed Development within the site
compound in secure, fit for purpose containers within bunded containment as appropriate and
in accordance CIRIA guidance documents as documented in the OCEMP (Lenztech, 2023).
Fuel will only be brought to site via mobile fuel bowser. Any other oils or hydraulic oils stored
onsite will be stored in designated areas in suitable tanks and containers. These areas will be
bunded and located away from surface water features.

Spillage of fuel, oil and chemicals will be minimised by implementation of an Emergency
Pollution Prevention Plan (EPPP), which would be prepared by the contractor as part of the
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project-specific CEMP. In the event of any spillage or pollution of any watercourse, the
emergency spill procedures as described in the EPPP would be implemented immediately.

e Generally, refuelling of mobile plant and machinery will be carried out at a designated
location within the site compound only at a dedicated impermeable refuelling pad or
by mobile double-bunded bowsers at their place of work. The refuelling pad would be
bunded and equipped with a collection sump. Refuelling will be carried out using an
approved mobile fuel bowser with a suitable pump and hose.

¢ All other fuels, oils and potential contaminants, as well as waste oils, will be stored
within the site compound in secure, fit for purpose containers within bunded
containment as appropriate and in accordance CIRIA guidance documents (Control of
Water Pollution from Construction Sites, Guidance for Consultants and Contractors-
2001, Environmental Good Practice on Site-C650), EPA “IPC Guidance Note on
Storage and transfer of Materials for Scheduled Activities” and with SEPA guidance
(GPP 2: Above ground oil storage tanks, January 2018).

e Bunds will have regard to the Environmental Protection Agency guidelines
‘Amendment to IPC Guidance Note on Storage and Transfer of Materials for
Scheduled Activities’ (EPA, 2013). All tank and drum storage areas will, as a minimum,
be bunded to a volume not less than the greater of the following:

o 110% of the capacity of the largest tank or drum within the bunded area; or
o 25% of the total volume of substance that could be stored within the bunded
area.

e Strict supervision of contractors will be adhered to in order to ensure that all plant and
equipment utilised onsite is in good working condition.

¢ Any equipment not meeting the required standard will not be permitted for use within
the Proposed Development site.

¢ Only emergency breakdown maintenance will be carried out onsite.

e Drip trays and spill kits will be available onsite to ensure that any spills from vehicles
are contained and removed offsite.

o Spill kits will be made available and kept onsite at all times and identified with signage
for use in the event of an environmental spill or leak.

¢ Method statements for dealing with accidental spillages will be provided the Contractor
for review by the Employer’s Representative.

There may also be the requirement for use of onsite generators or similar fuel containing
equipment during the construction phase of the Proposed Development, which will be placed
on suitable drip trays. Regular monitoring of drip tray content will be undertaken to ensure
sufficient capacity is maintained at all times.

5.2.1.1.5 Emergency Procedures

Emergency procedures will be developed by the appointed contractor in advance of works
commencing. Remedial action will be immediately implemented to address any potential
impacts in accordance with industry standards and legislative requirements. The following
mitigation measures will be adhered to as follows:

o Emergency response procedures and contingency plans will be put in place, in the
unlikely event of emergency accidents (i.e., spillages of fuels or lubricants).
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o Spill kits, including oil absorbent material, will be provided and available onsite, so that
any spillage of fuels, lubricants or hydraulic oils will be immediately contained.

e In the event of a leak or spill from equipment in the instance of a mechanical
breakdown during operation, any contaminated soil will be removed from the Proposed
Development site and compliantly disposed of offsite. Residual soil will be tested to
validate that all potentially contaminated material has been removed. This procedure
will be undertaken in accordance with industry best practice procedures, standards
and EPA guidelines.

o All construction works staff will be familiar with the emergency procedures in the event
of accidental fuel spillages.

o All construction works staff onsite will be fully trained on the use of equipment.

5.2.1.1.6 Concrete Works

The use of cementitious material employed during the construction phase of the Proposed
Development will avoid any contamination of the receiving hydrogeological environment
through the use of appropriate design and methods implemented by the appointed contractor
and in accordance with the OCEMP (Lenztech, 2023), and relevant industry standards to
prevent impact on groundwater and surface water quality such as the use of water compatible
grout.

The following are mitigation measures that need to be adhered to when using concrete for the
Proposed Development:

o Concrete batching will take place offsite.

¢ Wash down and wash out of concrete trucks will take place into a container located
within a controlled bunded area which will then be emptied into a skip for appropriate
compliant removal offsite in accordance with all relevant waste management
legislation.

e Any excess concrete is not to be disposed of onsite.

o Pouring of cement-based materials for works will only be carried out in dry conditions
and pumped concrete will be monitored to ensure there is no accidental discharge.

o A suitable risk assessment for wet concreting shall be completed prior to works being
carried out. Pumped concrete will be monitored to ensure there is no accidental
discharge.

e Pouring of concrete will not be permitted within 50m of any watercourse during
inclement weather.

5.2.1.1.7 Welfare Facilities

Welfare facilities will be provided for the full duration of the Proposed Development.
Temporary welfare facilities (i.e., temporary portaloo and an onsite welfare facility cabin with
self-contained toilet and washing facilities) have the potential, if not managed appropriately,
to release organic and other contaminants to ground or watercourses.

The following mitigation measures will be adhered to during the construction phase of the
Proposed Development as follows:

o Effluent and waste from temporary onsite welfare facilities would be maintained,
collected and disposed (i.e., tankered offsite) by an approved licenced waste
contractor.
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o All waste will be managed in accordance with the relevant statutory obligations and
with relevant waste management legislation.

o Welfare facilities will comply with the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) Requirements
for Construction Site Welfare Facilities (2017).

5.2.1.1.8 Management and Control Procedures for the Importation of Aggregates and
Materials

There will be limited quantities of aggregates imported to the site during the construction phase
of the Proposed Development. However, contract and procurement procedures will ensure
that all imported aggregates and materials required for the construction phase of the Proposed
Development will be sourced from reputable suppliers operating in a sustainable manner and
in accordance with industry conformity/compliance standards and statutory obligations.

The importation of aggregates and materials will be subject to management and control
procedures, which will include testing for contaminants, invasive species and other
anthropogenic inclusions and assessment of the suitability for use in accordance with
engineering and environmental specifications for the Proposed Development. As a result, any
unsuitable material will be identified prior to unloading / placement onsite, thereby ensuring
environmental protection and compliance with regulatory requirements.

5.2.1.1.9 Control and Management of Soils, Subsoils and Stockpiles

Segregation and storage of soils for reuse onsite or removal offsite and material for disposal
offsite (i.e., vegetation during the site clearance) will be segregated and temporarily stored
onsite pending removal or for reuse in accordance with the OCEMP (Lenztech, 2023), which
will be updated by the main contractor in advance of construction works commencing.

Stockpiled materials, pending reuse onsite, will be located away from the location of any
sensitive receptors (i.e., drains / watercourses). An excavation/stockpile register will be
maintained onsite.

The reuse of suitable excavated soil and subsoil for the Proposed Development will be
undertaken in accordance with the final recontouring design for the Proposed Development.

Stockpiling of excavated material (i.e., soils and subsoils) r, where required (i.e., awaiting
reuse onsite or removal offsite), will be appropriately managed onsite during the construction
phase of the Proposed Development in accordance with the measures outlined in the OCEMP
(Lenztech, 2023). To minimise the overall effect on soils arising during the construction works,
the following mitigation measures will be adhered to.

e A suitable temporary storage area will be identified and designated.

o All stockpiles will be assigned a stockpile number.

o Material identified for reuse onsite, offsite and waste materials will be individually
segregated; and all segregation, storage & stockpiling locations will be clearly
delineated on the site drawings.

e Soil stockpiles will be covered to prevent runoff from the stockpiled material generation
and/or the generation of dust.

e Topsoil should not be stored in piles of greater than two metres in height as the soil
matrix (internal structure) can be damaged beyond repair. It should also be kept as dry
as possible and used as soon as possible to reduce any deterioration through lengthy
storage and excess moving around the site.
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e Any waste that will be temporarily stored / stockpiled will be stored on impermeable
surface high-grade polythene sheeting, hardstand areas or skips to prevent cross-
contamination of the soil below or cross-contamination with soil.

o Regular watering will take place to ensure the moisture content is high enough to
increase the stability of the soil and thus suppress dust.

Stockpiles of materials shall be kept to a minimum and if necessary, they shall be kept away
from sensitive receptors.

5.2.1.1.10 Management and Control for the Reuse of Soil

There will be limited excavations at the site during the construction phase. However, it is
expected that the excavated material will be reused onsite as part of the infilling works (i.e.,
operational phase).

o All topsoil stripping associated with the Proposed Development will be monitored by a
suitably qualified consultant.

o Excavated soil that is not suitable for reuse will be removed from the site by a suitable
contractor licensed under the Waste Management Act 1996 and relevant regulations.

Any soil reused onsite will be monitored for the occurrence of invasive plant species with
follow-up treatment.

5.2.1.1.11 Management and Control of Surplus Material

Surplus materials will be removed offsite, if required, in accordance with the requirements
outlined in the OCEMP (Lenztech, 2023) and the RWMP (DNV, 2026) and will be managed in
accordance with all legal obligations.

The removal of soil offsite, if required, will be undertaken in accordance with all statutory
requirements and obligations including, where appropriate, reuse as by-product in accordance
with Article 27 of the European Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 126
of 2011) as amended. Any surplus material not suitable for reuse as a by-product and other
waste materials arising from the construction phase will be removed offsite by an authorised
contractor and sent to the appropriately authorised receiving facility. As only authorised
facilities will be used, the potential effects at any authorised receiving facility sites will have
been adequately assessed and mitigated as part of the statutory consent procedures.

Any excess material will be documented prior to leaving the site. All information will be entered
into a waste management register kept on the site.

Vehicles transporting material with potential for dust emissions to an offsite location shall be
enclosed or covered with a tarpaulin at all times to restrict the escape of dust.

Public roads outside the site will be regularly inspected for cleanliness, as a minimum on a
daily basis, and cleaned as necessary. Where required, trucks entering / leaving the site will
pass through a dry wheel washing system. The wheels of all lorries will be cleaned as required
prior to leaving the site to prevent the generation of dust or cause the build-up of aggregates
and fine material in the public domain. The correct use and management of the wheel washing
system (where required) will be undertaken by the main contractor to ensure that there is no
harm or effect to the receiving water environment.
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5.2.1.2 Operational Phase

Only clean soil and stone (Article 27) from development sites will be accepted at the site for
the infilling and recontouring phase.

The mitigation measures outlined for the construction phase will continue to apply,
where relevant, during the operational phase of the Proposed Development. These
measures will ensure the ongoing protection of surface water, groundwater and
peatland hydrology. In addition to the construction phase controls that remain
applicable, a small number of operational specific mitigation measures will also be
implemented and will address the main activities of potential impact, as outlined
below:Management and control of imported soil and aggregates from offsite sources.
Management and control during the recontouring works

5.2.1.2.1 Importation of Soil and Stone

The following mitigation measures will be adhered to during the operational phase of the
Proposed Development as follows:

All materials imported to the site for recovery will be inspected on delivery and prior to
unloading / placement on the site.

All soil and stone imported to the site for infilling and recontouring purposes shall be
monitored in accordance with the requirements of Article 27 of the European
Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011 and the EPA Guidance on Soil and
Stone By-Products (EPA, 2019). This will ensure that only clean, inert materials, free
from contamination, invasive species and other anthropogenic inclusions, are
accepted for use at the site, thereby preventing the introduction of potential
contaminant sources.

Any unsuitable materials will be removed from the site in accordance with all legislative
requirements.

Where applicable, the removal of surplus materials arising during the construction
phase of the Proposed Development will be managed in accordance with the
by-product provisions of Article 27 of the European Communities (Waste Directive)
Regulations 2011 (S.l. No. 126 of 2011), as amended. A by-product assessment shall
be undertaken to demonstrate that any such surplus material satisfies all four
conditions set out in Article 27 prior to its removal from the site. Where applicable, this
will be addressed either by way of a project-specific Article 27 notification to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or by confirming that the material falls within
the scope of a valid Article 27 registration held with the EPA. In accordance with EPA
guidance, surplus material shall not be removed from the site until the Article 27
assessment has been completed and the material is confirmed to be covered by the
relevant notification or registration.

All loads of imported soil and stone shall be subject to visual inspection on arrival at
the site and prior to placement, to confirm the absence of contamination, invasive
species, staining, odours or anthropogenic inclusions.

Where soil and stone are proposed to be imported from non-greenfield or previously
developed sources, additional supporting information may be required to demonstrate
geochemical suitability. This may include soil analytical data and/or a source-specific
risk assessment, as appropriate, in accordance with EPA (2019) guidance.
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o Any material received from an unapproved or unverified source, or which fails to meet
the Article 27 acceptance criteria, shall be rejected and shall not be incorporated into
the infill.

5.2.1.2.2 Recontouring

The recontouring (i.e., restoration) of the site will take into consideration the surrounding
landscape, the local groundwater flow regime and proposed use of the lands for agriculture
which will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of applicable EPA restoration
guidelines. Where required, the appropriate drainage layers will be incorporated into the soil
cover to minimise potential issues for slope stability associated with pore water.

Accordingly, any potential impact on receiving surface water and groundwater beneath the
Proposed Development will be avoided taking account of the design and mitigation proposals.
Therefore, it is considered that the water quality protection criteria and objectives of the SuDs
and Water Framework Directive will be achieved.

There is no other requirement for mitigation measures for the operational phase of the
Proposed Development.

5.3 Water Framework Directive

The EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), as amended by Directives 2008/105/EC,
2013/39/EU, and 2014/101/EU (“WFD”), was established to ensure the protection and
enhancement of the water environment across all EU member states. In Ireland, the WFD has
been transposed through the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I.
No. 722 of 2003).

The WFD requires that all member states protect and improve water quality in all waters, with
the objective of achieving at least ‘good’ status by 2027. It applies to all surface waters
(including rivers, lakes, reservoirs, streams, and canals), groundwater, transitional (estuarine),
and coastal waters. Any new development must ensure that this objective is not compromised.

A risk-based assessment was undertaken to evaluate the potential impact of the Proposed
Development on water quality within the surrounding hydrological environment. This
assessment considered both the baseline conditions and the relevant legislative framework,
including the WFD and associated national regulations

5.3.1 Potential Effect on Natura 2000 Sites

Based on the findings of this assessment, and applying the precautionary principle under a
worst-case scenario, it is considered that there is no likely significant effect arising from the
Proposed Development on the closest hydraulically connected Natura 2000 sites or other
designated sites, either alone or in combination. Having regard to the distance downstream,
together with the significant dilution and attenuation that will occur within the receiving
environment, no adverse effects are anticipated at the River Barrow and River Nore SAC or
associated downgradient pNHAs.

The Proposed Development incorporates embedded design avoidance and mitigation
measures, including management of surface water in accordance with SuDS principles and
appropriate construction and operational controls, which will limit the potential for effects on
the receiving groundwater and surface water environment. In addition, the design of the
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Proposed Development results in limited potential sources of contamination. During both the
construction and operational phases, foul water from onsite welfare facilities will be contained
within sealed storage tanks and removed offsite by a licensed waste contractor to an
authorised facility in accordance with waste management legislation. Surface water runoff will
be treated, attenuated and managed via SuDS, with infiltration to ground via the onsite
soakaway.

The SuDS features will remain in place for the duration of the works and will be
decommissioned once infilling, recontouring and stabilisation are complete, and active surface
water management is no longer required. Taking account of these measures, it is concluded
that the Proposed Development will not give rise to any likely significant effect on Natura 2000
sites in relation to discharges from the site.

5.3.2 Water Framework Directive Status

The findings of the risk-based assessment identified that, in the absence of any mitigation and
avoidance measures, there could be a potential effect on the water quality within receiving
water bodies associated with the Proposed Development, specifically within a local zone of
the Portlaoise GWB and with the Triogue_030 river and associated waterbodies (i.e.,
Triogue_040 and Barrow_050). There is no identified potential effect on the coastal waterbody
(i.e., Southwestern Irish Sea - Killiney Bay (HA10)) attributed to the separation distances and
anticipated assimilation capacity of the receiving water bodies taking account of the existing
baseline conditions and WFD Status.

The mitigation measures as outline above, including the implementation of the CEMP during
the construction phase of the Proposed Development and the incorporation of SUDS in the
design of the construction and operational phase of the Proposed Development, will prevent
any effect on the receiving groundwater and surface water environment. With these measures
in place, the Proposed Development will not result in deterioration of waterbody status and
will not adversely affect compliance with the EU Water Framework Directive, the European
Communities (Environmental Objectives) Surface Water Regulations 2009 (as amended), or
the European Communities (Environmental Objectives) (Groundwater) Regulations 2010 (as
amended).

Taking account of the design avoidance and mitigation measures proposed, the Proposed
Development will not jeopardise the achievement of ‘good’ surface water status or good
ecological potential, nor will it result in any deterioration in the status of hydraulically connected
waterbodies, including the Triogue 030 River and the Portlacise GWB. Accordingly, the
Proposed Development is not expected to result in any likely significant effect on WFD status.
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6 CONCLUSIONS

DNV carried out a risk-based hydrological and hydrogeological effect assessment for the
Proposed Development to determine if there is any potential for significant effects on the
receiving water environment and designated Natura 2000 sites in the absence of avoidance
and mitigation measures.

The CSM was developed identifying plausible S-P-R linkages for the Proposed Development
and the receiving water environment. The CSM formed the basis of the evaluation of any
potential effects to receptors, including water bodies and Natura 2000 sites associated with
the Proposed Development. The assessment assumed a worst-case scenario (individually
and in-combination) and in the absence of any mitigation measures intended to avoid or
reduce potential harmful effects.

Based on the findings of this assessment, the following can be concluded:

¢ Assuming a worst-case scenario (e.g., accidental release of fuels, chemicals or oils
through the failure of secondary containment or a materials handling accident during
the construction or operational phase or SuDS failure during the construction and
operational phase) at the site and taking account of the local hydrogeological regime,
there is a potential risk of effect to local groundwater quality. However, there is no
identified potential effect on the receiving surface water bodies via groundwater flow
from the site.

e There are no identified direct pollutant linkages between the site via surface water
courses to receiving waterbodies.

o The appropriate standard design measures for the construction phase and operational
phase of the Proposed Development, including implementation of a site-specific CEMP
and SuDS measures, will prevent, limit and mitigate the potential for the worst-case
scenario to occur. These embedded measures will ensure there is no risk to water
quality of the receiving watercourses.

e The underlying aquifer has been identified as a locally important aquifer - bedrock
which is moderately productive only in local zones (LI). Groundwater flow occurs
predominantly through poorly connected network of fractures. Due to the poor
connectivity of the fractures, in a worst-case scenario, effects will likely be confined to
the immediate vicinity of the site.

e There are no identified risks to water quality via discharge of foul water drainage, as
there will be no connection to any public foul sewer or discharging from the site.
Effluent and waste from temporary onsite welfare facilities would be maintained,
collected and tankered offsite by a contracted licenced waste contractor

¢ In the unmitigated worst-case scenario, there is no identified negative effect on the
closest hydraulically connected Natura 2000 sites, in particular River Barrow and River
Nore SAC and associated downgradient pNHAs associated with Proposed
Development either individually or in-combination.

e There is no identified effect to the existing WFD status of water bodies associated with
the Proposed Development including the Drogheda GWB and the Triogue 030 river
and associated waterbodies.
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Appendix 12-1  Legislation Protecting the Archaeological Resource

PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international policy
designed to secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the fullest possible extent
(Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999, 35). This is undertaken in
accordance with the provisions of the European Convention on the Protection of the
Archaeological Heritage (Valletta Convention), ratified by Ireland in 1997.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 and relevant provisions of the National Cultural
Institutions Act 1997 are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory protection of
archaeological remains, which includes all man-made structures of whatever form or date
except buildings habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes. A National Monument is
described as ‘a monument or the remains of a monument the preservation of which is a matter
of national importance by reason of the historical, architectural, traditional, artistic or
archaeological interest attaching thereto’ (National Monuments Act 1930 Section 2).

A number of mechanisms under the National Monuments Act are applied to secure the
protection of archaeological monuments. These include the Register of Historic Monuments,
the Record of Monuments and Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and Temporary
Preservation Orders on endangered sites.

The National Monuments Act 1930, as amended by various acts including but not limited to,
the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1954, the National Monuments (Amendment) Act
1987, the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994 and the National Monuments
(Amendment) Act 2004 (together the National Monuments Acts) make provision for the
protection and preservation of national monuments, archaeological monuments and
archaeological objects in Ireland. The description of the existing environment in this chapter
takes account of those statutory designations and the chapter takes account of the legislative
monitoring and licencing requirements as mitigation.

The Historic and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2023 (the 2023
Act) was enacted by the Oireachtas in late 2023 and aims to address a range of structural
issues, simplify terminology, as well as provide a single accessible piece of legislation. At the
date of writing many sections of the 2023 Act have yet to commence. It is not anticipated that
this will result in statutory protection being extended to any potential receptors apart from those
already considered in the Cultural Heritage chapter and the chapter already identifies as
mitigation the various archaeological investigations and licencing requirements that will come
into force when the 2023 Act is commenced. Accordingly, the EIAR conclusions are likely to
be unchanged should the 2023 Act commence fully while the application is moving through
the planning process.

OWNERSHIP AND GUARDIANSHIP OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS

The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory order. The
state or local authority may assume guardianship of any national monument (other than
dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other than dwellings) may also appoint the
Minister or the local authority as guardian of that monument if the state or local authority
agrees. Once the site is in ownership or guardianship of the state, it may not be interfered with
without the written consent of the Minister.
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REGISTER OF HISTORIC MONUMENTS

Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a Register of Historic
Monuments. Historic monuments and archaeological areas present on the register are
afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act. Any interference with sites recorded on the
register is illegal without the permission of the Minister. Two months’ notice in writing is
required prior to any work being undertaken on or in the vicinity of a registered monument.
The register also includes sites under Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation
Orders. All registered monuments are included in the Record of Monuments and Places.

PRESERVATION ORDERS AND TEMPORARY PRESERVATION ORDERS

Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders
under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site illegal. Temporary
Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These perform the same function
as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six months, after which the situation must be
reviewed. Work may only be undertaken on or in the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders
with the written consent, and at the discretion, of the Minister.

RECORD OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES

Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands
(now the Minister for the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage) to establish
and maintain a record of monuments and places where the Minister believes that such
monuments exist. The record comprises a list of monuments and relevant places and a map/s
showing each monument and relevant place in respect of each county in the state. All sites
recorded on the Record of Monuments and Places receive statutory protection under the
National Monuments Act 1994. All recorded monuments on the proposed development site
are represented on the accompanying maps.

Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other than the
Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or place included in the
Record, or any other person, proposes to carry out, or to cause or permit the carrying out of,
any work at or in relation to such a monument or place, he or she shall give notice in writing
to the Minister of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands to carry out work and shall not,
except in case of urgent necessity and with the consent of the Minister, commence the work
until two months after giving of notice’.

Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes or in any
way interferes with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or imprisonment for
up to 6 months. On summary conviction and on conviction of indictment, a fine not exceeding
€10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years is the penalty. In addition, they are liable for costs
for the repair of the damage caused.

In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are required for various classes
and sizes of development project to assess the impact the proposed development will have
on the existing environment, which includes the cultural, archaeological and built heritage
resources. These document’s recommendations are typically incorporated into the conditions
under which the proposed development must proceed, and thus offer an additional layer of
protection for monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.

THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2024

Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a Development Plan
setting out their aims and policies with regard to the growth of the area over a five-year period.
They cover a range of issues including archaeology and built heritage, setting out their policies
and objectives with regard to the protection and enhancement of both. These policies can vary
from county to county. The Planning and Development Act 2024 recognises that proper
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planning and sustainable development includes the protection of the archaeological heritage.
Conditions relating to archaeology may be attached to individual planning permissions.

Laois County Development Plan 2021 - 2027
It is the policy of Laois County Development Plan:

AH 1 Manage development in a manner that protects and conserves the integrity and
character of archaeological heritage of the county which avoids adverse impacts on sites,
monuments, settings, features or objects of significant historical or archaeological interest and
secure the preservation in-situ or by record of all sites and features of historical and
archaeological interest.

AH 2 Support the preservation or conservation of historically significant street patterns,
building lines and plot widths in its towns and villages as well as the preservation of features
such as town walls, historic revetments, and public realm features such as granite kerbing,
historic drinking fountains, cobbles, vent pipes whether or not they benefit from protection in
their own right.

AH 3 Protect the intrinsic value, character, integrity and settings of monuments and places in
the Record of Monuments and Places (RMPs) and any forthcoming statutory register and
protect Zones of Archaeological Potential against inappropriate development.

AH 4 In areas of archaeological potential, where groundworks are proposed, ensure that all
works are undertaken to the highest standard and the resultant information made publicly
available. Developers will be required to have regard to Archaeology and Development:
Guidelines for Good Practice for Developers (ICOMOS, 2000) in planning and executing
development in sensitive areas. The Council favours the preservation in-situ of archaeological
remains, where areas of archaeological potential are located in town centres or villages,
preservation of archaeological remains by record will be considered.

AH 5 Encourage, where practicable, the provision of public access and signage to sites
identified in the Record of Monuments and Places under the direct ownership, guardianship
or control of the Council and/or the State.

AH 6 Work closely with the relevant State bodies to deliver the conservation objectives of the
Rock of Dunamase and redevelopment of Fort Protector to secure funding 300 Policy
Objectives for Archaeological Heritage for the preservation and development of these
culturally important sites.

AH 7 Require visual impact statements for developments within the area around the Rock of
Dunamaise in order to assess the potential impacts of development in the area.

AH 8 Work with stakeholders including the OPW, the Heritage Council, the Arts Council, local
communities, Bord Failte and businesses to support the development of heritage and cultural
tourism in County Laois.

AH 9 Maximise the potential of Dunrally Viking Fort, as a heritage/cultural and tourism site.
AH 10 Protect where appropriate industrial heritage structures or elements of significance

identified in the Laois Industrial Archaeology Survey by adding them to the Record of
Protected Structures during the lifetime of the Development Plan.
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DM Standard for Archaeological Heritage
DM AH 1 Archaeological Potential

In areas of archaeological potential, where groundworks are proposed, the Council favours
the preservation in-situ of archaeological remains, where areas of archaeological potential are
located in town centres or villages, preservation of archaeological remains by record will be
considered.

Where it is proposed to undertake groundworks to lands within an area of archaeological
potential or in the vicinity of Recorded Monuments or Zones of Archaeological Potential, the
Council will require the preparation of an archaeological field evaluation by a licensed
archaeologist, the details of which will be submitted with a planning application. Such
development shall be assessed in the context of the following documents:-

e Accord with the Framework and Principles for the Protection of Archaeological
Heritage (DoAHG, 1999).

e The National Monuments Acts 1934-1994.

e Heritage Council’'s Archaeology and Archaeology and Development Guidelines for
Good Practice for Developers (2000).
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Appendix 12-2  Legislation Protecting the Architectural Resource

The main laws protecting built heritage are the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and
National Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999 and the Planning and Development
Act, 2024. The Architectural Heritage Act requires the Minister to establish a survey to identify,
record and assess the architectural heritage of the country. The background to this legislation
derives from Article 2 of the 1985 Convention for the Protection of Architectural Heritage
(Granada Convention). This states that for the purpose of precise identification of the
monuments, groups of structures and sites to be protected, each member state will undertake
to maintain inventories of that architectural heritage.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established in 1990 to fulfil
Ireland’s obligation under the Granada Convention, through the establishment and
maintenance of a central record, documenting and evaluating the architecture of Ireland (NIAH
2024, page 3). As inclusion in the inventory does not provide statutory protection, the survey
information is used in conjunction with the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for
Planning Authorities to advise local authorities on compilation of a Record of Protected
Structures as required by the Planning and Development Act, 2024.

PROTECTION UNDER THE RECORD OF PROTECTED STRUCTURES AND COUNTY
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Structures of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social
or technical interest can be protected under the Planning and Development Act, 2024.

The Act states that ‘A planning authority shall prepare and maintain a record of every structure,
part of a structure and specified feature within the attendant grounds of a structure within its
functional area that, in the opinion of the planning authority, forms part of the architectural
heritage of the area and is of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural,
scientific, social or technical interest’.

At any time after preparing a record of protected structures under section 306 , a planning
authority may (a) add a structure, a specified part of a structure or a specified feature within
the attendant grounds of a structure to the record of protected structures where the authority
considers the structure, the part, or the feature, as the case may be, to be of special
architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest
or value (b) delete a structure, a specified part of a structure or a specified feature within the
attendant grounds of a structure from the record of protected structures where the authority
considers that the protection of the structure, part or feature, as the case may be, is no longer
warranted.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL

Archaeological interest is essentially defined by the degree to which material remains can
contribute to our understanding of any period or set of social conditions in the past. Structures
can have the characteristics of both architectural and archaeological interest as these are not
mutually exclusive. The standing walls of a sixteenth-century tower house will have both
characteristics of interest. The party walls or basements of houses of late appearance may
contain medieval fabric and reveal information of archaeological interest. Fragments of early
fabric, including carved or worked stone, may have been reused in later buildings giving these
structures archaeological interest. A complex of industrial buildings may have archaeological
interest because of its potential to reveal artefacts and information about the evolution of
industry that may be useful to archaeologists, historians and the general public.

ARCHITECTURAL
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The characteristics of architectural interest may be attributed to a structure or part of a
structure with such qualities as the following:
e A generally agreed exemplar of good quality architectural design;
e The work of a known and distinguished architect, designer or engineer;
e An exemplar of a building type, plan form, style or styles of any period but also the
harmonious interrelationship of differing styles within one structure;
e A structure which makes a positive contribution to its setting, such as a group of
structures or a streetscape in an urban area, or the landscape in a rural area;
e A structure with an interior that is well designed, rich in decoration, complex or spatially
pleasing.

HISTORICAL

The notion of historical interest underpins a general belief that it is worthwhile to conserve and
preserve information, sites and structures from past centuries. The level of importance of the
historical connection and its relationship to the existing fabric of the structure should be
assessed. The historical interest relating to a structure or parts of a structure may be identified
in various ways.:

e A structure may have historical interest as the location of an important event that
occurred in or is associated with it. It may have historical interest in its association with
a historic personality. Some associations or events may be so important that the
structure retains its significance regardless of subsequent alteration;

e A structure may have influenced, or been influenced by, a historic figure. Important
people may have lived in the structure or have been otherwise associated with it, e.g.
its architect, builder or patron. Places in which evidence of an association with a person
survive in situ, or in which the settings are substantially intact, are of greater
significance than those which are much changed or in which much evidence does not
survive;

e Historical interest can be attributed where light is thrown on the character of a past age
by virtue of the structure's design, location, materials or original use;

e A structure may be a memorial to a past event;

e A structure itself may be an example of the effects of change over time. The design
and fabric of the structure may contain evidence of its former use or symbolic meaning.
This may be the case with former churches or gaols that have since changed and, in
so doing, illustrate a historic development;

e Some features and fixtures may survive, e.g. in consistory courts and courts of law,
that are important evidence of former legal or liturgical practice and may have special
historical interest for that reason;

e Some unusual structures may have historical or socio-historical interest, e.g. early
electricity substations, "Emergency"-era lookout posts or sentry boxes. Although not
yet of popular heritage significance, such structures can nonetheless have special
historical and social interest;

e Special historical interest may exist because of the rarity of a structure. Either few
structures of an identifiable type were built at a particular time or few have survived. In
either case, the extant structure may be one of the few representative examples of its
time that still exists in a local, regional or national context. The rarity of surviving
examples of a building type can ensure that special historical interest accrues to them.

TECHNICAL
Technical interest in a structure relates to the art of the structural engineer in devising solutions
to problems of spanning space and weatherproofing enclosures. It may be found in structures
which are important examples of innovative, unusual or virtuoso engineering design or use of
materials. A structure may be of technical interest for one or more of the following reasons:
e |t displays engineering or structural innovation in its construction or design such as the
use of cast- or wrought iron prefabrication or the early use of concrete;
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e Itis the work of a distinguished engineer;

e Itis an exemplar of the engineering design practice of its time. For example, a bridge
may be a masonry arch, an iron suspension or a concrete span;

e |t displays technically innovative or unusual construction materials, such as early
examples of Coade stone, cement plank cladding or glazed curtain walling;

e It contains innovative mechanical fixtures, machinery or plant or industrial heritage
artefacts that describe the character of production processes. The specifically
industrial aspect of some sites like mills, mill ponds or mines can often have a technical
interest;

e Technical interest can be ascribed to the innovative engineering qualities of structure,
as distinct from the building's appropriateness for use or its appearance.

CULTURAL
The characteristic of cultural interest permeates architectural heritage and can, in the broadest
terms, include aesthetic, economic, historic, scientific or social values of past and present
generations. Special cultural interest apply to:

e Those structures to which the Granada Convention refers as 'more modest works

e of the past that have acquired cultural significance with the passing of time';

e Structures that have cinematic or literary associations;

e Other structures that illustrate the development of society, such as early libraries, print

works, schoolhouses or swimming baths.

SCIENTIFIC

The scientific interest, or research value, of a structure will depend on the importance of the
data involved and on its quality and/or rarity. Its scientific interest should also be assessed as
to how well it represents the area of research in question and the degree to which the structure
may contribute further objective information. For example:

e The results of scientific research may be seen in the execution of the structure;

e The materials used in the structure may have the potential to contribute to scientific
research, e.g. extinct plant or pollen species preserved in the base layers of ancient
thatch roofs;

e The structure may be associated with scientific research that has left its mark on the
place, e.g. early Ordnance Survey benchmarks carved into stone work.

SOCIAL

The characteristic of social interest embraces those qualities for which a structure, a complex
or an area has become a focus of political, spiritual, symbolic or other sentiment to any group
of people. A community may have an attachment to a place because it is an essential
reference point for that community's identity, whether as a meeting place or a place of
ceremony, ritual or tradition. The configuration, disposition or layout of a space or group of
structures, where they facilitate behaviour that would otherwise be difficult or impossible, may
be of social interest. For example:

e The features and fixtures that testify to community involvement in the creation of a
structure, or have a spatial form or layout indicating community involvement in the use
of a structure, could include such elements as memorials, stained glass or statues;

e A structure may display vernacular traditions of construction and may be in a group or
setting which illustrates the social organisation of the inhabitants. Most obviously this
would include thatched houses. In vernacular buildings, elements of the plan form —
direct entry, lobby entry, opposing doors, outshots, etc. — and/or the roofing material
may be distinctive and have special social interest;

e Types of decoration may have social as well as artistic interest, such as shell houses
or the local manifestation of exuberant or astylar stucco decoration where it is particular
to a region or town;
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e A social interest could also be attributed to structures illustrating the social philosophy
of a past age, as in the case of philanthropic and social housing developments.
Structures which illustrate a particular lifestyle or social condition, e.g. holy wells, are
to be found in many parts of the country.

ARTISTIC
Special artistic interest may be attributed to a structure itself, or to a part of a structure, for its
craftsmanship, decoration or design. Examples could include:
e Decoratively carved sculpture or statuary that is part of an architectural composition;
e Ceramic, faience or mosaic tiled or decoratively carved timber shopfronts;
e Fittings and fixtures including chimneypieces, chandeliers or sconces, staircases and
wainscoting;
Decorative plasterwork ceilings;
Religious art in a place of worship including stained glass or Stations of the Cross;
Funerary monuments within a graveyard;
Decorative cast- or wrought iron gates or railings;
The relationship of materials to each other, and to the totality of the building in which
they are situated, if these have been designed as an ensemble.

(From the NIAH Handbook 2024 pages 15-17)

The Local Authority has the power to order conservation and restoration works to be
undertaken by the owner of the protected structure if it considers the building to need repair.
Similarly, an owner or developer must make a written request to the Local Authority to carry
out any works on a protected structure and its environs, which will be reviewed within three
months of application. Failure to do so may result in prosecution.

Laois County Development Plan 2021 - 2027
It is the policy of Laois County Development Plan:

PS 1

Consult with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in considering
planning applications that may affect Protected Structures or Architectural Conservation Areas
(ACA). The Council will have regard to comments made by the Department and relevant
guidelines such as the Architectural Heritage Protection: Guidelines for Planning Authorities
(DAHG, 2011) and other pertinent guidelines regarding energy ratings for Protected
Structures.

PS 2

Protect and conserve buildings, structures and sites contained in the Record of Protected
Structures in accordance with ‘Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning
Authorities’ 2004 and ensure the effective promotion of the Architectural Heritage
provisions of Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and therefore the protection
of Laois’s built heritage, including Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) and Protected
Structures.

PS 3

Any development, modification, alteration, or extension affecting a Protected Structure must
be prepared by suitably qualified persons and Accompanied by appropriate documentation as
outlined in the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities [DAHG,
2011] to enable a proper assessment of the proposed works and their impact on the structure
or area and be carried out to best practice conservation standards. Its setting will be
considered against the following criteria, and whether it is: a) Sensitively sited and designed;
b) Compatible with the special character; c) Views of principal elevations of the protected
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structures are not obscured or negatively impacted; d) Of a premium quality of design and
appropriate in terms of the proposed scale, mass, height, density, layout, and material so that
the integrity of the structure and its curtilage is preserved and enhanced. Where appropriate,
the Protected Structure status is used as a stimulus to the imaginative and considered design
of new elements.

PS 4

Where the restoration or refurbishment of a Protected Structure or a key Architectural
Conservation Area building that is in poor or fair condition is proposed and is for a purpose
compatible with the character of the building, the relaxation of development management
standards on unit sizes, amenity space or parking will be considered by the Council.

PS5

Refuse planning permission for the demolition of any protected structure unless the Council is
satisfied that exceptional circumstances exist. The demolition of a protected structure with the
retention of its fagcade will likewise not generally be permitted.

PS 6

Favourably consider the change of use of any structure included on the Record of Protected
Structures provided such a change of use does not adversely impact on its intrinsic character.
In certain cases, the Planning Authority may relax site zoning restrictions / development
standards in order to secure the preservation and restoration of the structure.

PS7
Review and update the Record of Protected Structures on an on-going basis and to make
additions and deletions as appropriate.

PS 8

Integrate climate-change adaptation measures into all heritage works and maintenance plans
by demonstrating green ways of working in historic buildings, ensuring that the carbon footprint
of adaptation measures is considered.

PS 9
Promote the repair and reuse of existing building stock, including heritage buildings, as a
means of avoiding unnecessary carbon outlays with new build.

PS 10

Support proposals to improve the thermal performance of historic buildings with renewable
energy technologies. Such proposals shall be sensitive to traditional methods of construction
to ensure that the proposed works are appropriate and do not cause damage to the structure,
require the removal of historic fabric such as original windows, doors and floors, or have a
detrimental visual impact.

ACA 1

Ensure that any development, modifications, alterations, or extensions within an ACA are sited
and designed appropriately, and are not detrimental to the character of the structure or to its
setting or the general character of the ACA and are in keeping with any Architectural
Conservation Area Statement of Character Guidance Documents prepared for the relevant
ACA.

ACA 2

Demolition of buildings or substantial parts of structures in cases where those structures make
a positive contribution to the special character of the ACA will not be acceptable in principle.
Only in exceptional circumstances, where the redevelopment or replacement structures would
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produce substantial benefits for the community which would decisively outweigh the loss
resulting from demolition, would demoilition of this nature be considered.

ACA3

Investigate the designation of further ACAs at appropriate locations throughout and prepare a
character statement appraisal and area specific policy for each ACA to include Stradbally,
Mountmellick Mountrath and Portarlington, (the latter in collaboration within Offaly County
Council).

VS 1

Recognise the importance of the contribution of vernacular architecture which may not be
protected to the promote where feasible the protection, retention and appropriate revitalisation
and use of the vernacular built heritage, including structures that contribute to landscape and
streetscape character and discourage the demolition of these structures.

VS 2

Resist the demolition of vernacular architecture, in particular thatched cottages and
farmhouses and to encourage their sensitive reuse having regard to the intrinsic character of
the structure.

VS 3
Ensure that both new build, and extensions to vernacular buildings are of an appropriate
design and do not detract from the buildings character.

VS 4
Seek the repair and retention of traditional timber and/or rendered shop fronts and pub fronts,
including those that may not be protected structures.

VS 5
Develop and publish guidelines on the conservation and appropriate reuse of Local Authority
Cottages and similar vernacular structures.

VS 6

Have regard, where appropriate, to guidance in the DAHG Guidelines and conservation best
practice in assessing proposed interventions and planning applications relating to vernacular
structures, traditional farmhouses, their curtilage, out buildings and settings.
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Appendix 12-3  Impact Assessment and the Cultural Heritage Resource

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL REMAINS

Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a development’
(Environmental Protection Agency 2022). They are described as profound, significant or slight
impacts on archaeological remains. They may be negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect
or cumulative, temporary or permanent.

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the area
affected and the range of archaeological and historical resources potentially affected.
Development can affect the archaeological and historical resource of a given landscape in a
number of ways.

e Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape mounding, and
their construction may result in damage to or loss of archaeological remains and
deposits, or physical loss to the setting of historic monuments and to the physical
coherence of the landscape.

e Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways: disturbance by
excavation, topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy machinery; disturbance by
vehicles working in unsuitable conditions; or burial of sites, limiting accessibility for
future archaeological investigation.

e Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from
construction activities such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term changes
in drainage patterns. These may desiccate archaeological remains and associated
deposits.

e Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction traffic and
facilities, built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and planting, noise,
fences and associated works. These features can impinge directly on historic
monuments and historic landscape elements as well as their visual amenity value.

e Landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface archaeological
features, due to topsoil stripping and through the root action of trees and shrubs as
they grow.

e Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent
embankments can cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially in
colluviums or peat deposits.

e Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for adversely affecting
archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site offices, and service trenches.

Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments. These can
include positive resource management policies, improved maintenance and access to
archaeological monuments, and the increased level of knowledge of a site or historic
landscape as a result of archaeological assessment and fieldwork.

PREDICTED IMPACTS

The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type of monument,
site or landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of impact can be judged
taking the following into account:
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e The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics fundamental
to the understanding of the feature would be lost;

o Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability, rarity, potential
and amenity value of the feature affected;

e Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in general or
site-specific terms, as may be provided by other specialists.
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Appendix 12-4  Mitigation Measures and the Cultural Heritage Resource

POTENTIAL MITIGATION STRATEGIES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE REMAINS
Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed development
that can be adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative effects.

The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion on their
setting and amenity arise when the site options for the development are being considered.
Damage to the archaeological resource immediately adjacent to developments may be
prevented by the selection of appropriate construction methods. Reducing adverse effects can
be achieved by good design, for example by screening historic buildings or upstanding
archaeological monuments or by burying archaeological sites undisturbed rather than
destroying them. Offsetting adverse effects is probably best illustrated by the full investigation
and recording of archaeological sites that cannot be preserved in situ.

DEFINITION OF MITIGATION STRATEGIES

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not always a
practical solution, however. Therefore, a series of recommendations are offered to provide
ameliorative measures where avoidance and preservation in situ are not possible.

Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme of intrusive fieldwork
which determines the presence or absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits,
artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater. If
such archaeological remains are present field evaluation defines their character, extent,
quality and preservation, and enables an assessment of their worth in a local, regional,
national or international context as appropriate’ (CIfA 2020a).

Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of controlled, intrusive
fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines, records and interprets
archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves artefacts,
ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or
underwater. The records made and objects gathered during fieldwork are studied and the
results of that study published in detail appropriate to the project design’ (CIfA 2020b).

Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of observation and
investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-archaeological reasons. This
will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, where there is a
possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed or destroyed. The programme will
result in the preparation of a report and ordered archive (CIfA 2020c).

Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried out by a
specialist underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, metal detection surveys
and the excavation of test pits within the sea or riverbed. These assessments are able to
access and assess the potential of an underwater environment to a much higher degree than
terrestrial based assessments.
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@ Survey Name: 260090 - L2117 Kyleclonhobert ATC
ﬁg Site: ATC 1
ééf Location: L2117 Kyletalesha
& Date: Tue 27 Jan 2026
Speed Survey
Cummulative 85% Speed 80.7 KPH
Cummulative Minimum Speed 21.4 KPH
Cummulative Maximum Speed 119.5 KPH
Cummulative Average Speed 66.6 KPH
Northbound (A => B)
No. of Vehicles 434
85% Speed 81.5 KPH
Minimum Speed 26.3 KPH
Maximum Speed 119.5 KPH
Average Speed 67.1 KPH
Speed KPH No. In Range
0-10 0
1020 0 No. In Range
20-30 6
30-40 18
40-50 31
50-60 66
60-70 138
70-80 99
80-90 47 W gu
90-100 25 - 22
100-110 2 & \9:»0 wQ'%Q %Q'b‘g vaQ %0'@ @’«0 «Q'OOQ %090®§ 000’\’ \9@'& s
110-120 2 Y
120+ 0




Southbound (B => A)

No. of Vehicles 435
85% Speed 80.1 KPH
Minimum Speed 21.4 KPH
Maximum Speed 108.9 KPH
Average Speed 66.1 KPH
Speed KPH No. In Range
0-10 0
10-20 0 No. In Range
20-30 7
30-40 17 IR
108
40-50 25
50-60 85
60-70 127
70-80 108
80-90 47
90-100 16
100-110 3
110-120 0
120+ 0




DNV Restricted

DNV

About DNV

DNV is the independent expert in risk management and assurance, operating in more than 100 countries. Through its
broad experience and deep expertise DNV advances safety and sustainable performance, sets industry benchmarks,
and inspires and invents solutions.

Whether assessing a new ship design, optimizing the performance of a wind farm, analyzing sensor data from a gas
pipeline or certifying a food company’s supply chain, DNV enables its customers and their stakeholders to make critical
decisions with confidence.

Driven by its purpose, to safeguard life, property, and the environment, DNV helps tackle the challenges and global
transformations facing its customers and the world today and is a trusted voice for many of the world’s most successful
and forward-thinking companies
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